Dear NMSU Community,

In anticipation of our Board of Regents meeting tomorrow, I realize there are many questions regarding our Presidential Search and I want to provide an update.

Our goal is to select a president who will build upon our momentum as a leading research university, as well as someone who will be dedicated to top-level teaching and learning and will uphold our commitment to service and outreach.  

In order to achieve this goal, we are taking the following steps. First, we will select a top national search firm that will bring strong candidates to campus and will provide expert advice for all aspects of the search. A number of proposals have been received and importantly, we commit to keep expenses as low as possible. A search committee will be appointed that is smaller in number and made up of a diverse group of university and community leaders who are recognized for having the highest level of integrity.

Dr. Waded Cruzado will resume her position as NMSU Executive Vice President and Provost and leave open the possibility of considering an application or nomination for the permanent appointment as NMSU President. During her time as Interim President, Dr. Cruzado has served NMSU with distinction. Her accomplishments have made us a better institution. We deeply appreciate her dedication to our mission and her willingness to serve. 

Although we need to move quickly, we also want to move smartly. The immediate next steps are to finalize the contract with a search firm and name the search committee next week. We also will name an Interim President to serve only until we select our next leader. The campus community will be able to follow the search progress through a Web site that is under construction and we will strive to gain input from all interested parties. 

It is critical that we attract applicants from all areas of higher education. When we select our next President, we need to know that we have chosen the best individual from a wide field of candidates. We hope you will join us in this important challenge.

Blake Curtis, Chair

Board of Regents

