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IN THE SUPREME COURT

OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO

No. 29508

IN THE MATTER OF JAMES T, LOCATELLI
City of Las Cruces Municipal Court

INQUIRY CONCERNING A JUDGE
JSC Inquiry No. 2004-134

PETITION FOR DISCIPLINE

1. Petitioner Judicial Standards Commission, upon a majority vote of its Commissioners,
hereby petitions the Supreme Court to sanchon Respondent Hon, James T, Locatelli, City of Las

Cruces Municipal Court Judge, as follows:

A Puyging of Contempt Charges. The Commission recommends that
' the Supreme Court issue an order that all records in City of Las

Cruces v. Richard Jacquez, Case No. 2004-0019378-PM, and City of Las
Cruces v. Marcia Milner, Case No. 2004-19377-PM, be purged from
the Las Cruces Municipal Cousrt.

B. - Formal public reprimand by the Supreme Court The reprimand

shall be published in the Bar Bulletin.

C. National [udicial College-Ethics for Judges Courge, Respondent
shall be required to take the Ethics for Judges course at the National
Judicial College at his own expense.

D. Mentorship. Respondent shall successfully complete a twelve
month mentorship with a district judge concerning Respondent’s
misconduct and obligations imposed by the New Mexico Code of
Judicial Conduct. The Judicial Standards Commission will appoint
the mentor, who will be required to file written report(s) conceming
the progress and results of the mentor program.

1
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E. Assessment Of The Commijssion’s Costs And Expenses.
Respondent shall pay the Commission’s costs and expenses in the
amount to be requested by the Commission in a separate pleading
and pursuant to a certified memorandum of costs.

2. Jurisdiction is invoked pursuant to the Petitioner's power to recommend judicial
discipline and the Supreme Court's power to discipline judges under N.M. Const. art. VI, §32, as
amended, and the Court’s power of superintending control under N.M. Congt. art. VI, §3.

3. The grounds for imposing discipline against the Respondent are set forth completely in
the Judicial Standards Commission’s Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Recommendation
for Digcipline, attached hereto as Exhibit 1 and incorporated herein by reference. Following is a
brief and plain statement of the adjudicated bagis for the reconunended sanction:

A Respondent improperly issued a criminal complaint on behalf of the City of
Las Cruces in the matter of Cuty of Las Cruces v. Richard Jacquez, Case No.
2004-0019378-PM, charging City Attormney Richard Jacquez with indirect
contempt of court for his actions before the Third Judicial District Court in
City of Las Cruces v. Megan Lynn LaMotte, CV-04-514,

B. Respondent improperly issued a criminal complaint on behalf of the City of
Las Cruces in the matter of City of Las Cruces v. Marcia Milner, Case No. 2004-
19377-PM , charging attorney Marcia Milner with indirect contempt of court
for her actions before the Third Judicial District Court in City of Las Cruces v.
Megan Lynn LaMotte, CV-04-514.

C. Regpondent improperly failed to recuse from City of Las Cruces v. Richard
Jacquez, Case No. 2004-19378-PM.

D. Respoﬁdent improperly failed to recuse from City of Marcia Miiner, Case No.
2004-19377-PM.
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4. Respundent violated the following Canans of the Code of Judicial Conduct: ‘21-100
'NMRA 1'995';."21-200(4«) NMRA. 1995; 21-300(8)(1), (B)(2) and (B)(4) NMRA. 2004 and 21400 (A1)
NMRA 2004. |
5. Clear and convincing evidence established that Respondent committed willful
misconduct in office.
6: Pursuant to Supreme Court Rule 27-302 NMRA. 1996, the Commission will fle the
‘complete trial record in this matter with the Supreme Court. The record consists of the following:
title page, cerl-lﬁeel copies of all pleadings filed in the Commission’s proceedings, the original
exhibits admitted at trial, and the original sealed stenographic tra.nscrif:t of the trial pmceeldings.
7. Pursuant to Judicial Standards Commission Rule 36(B), the Commission will
- promptly file a pleading requesting detailing the specific costs being requested from Respondent,
pursuant fo a certified memorandum of costs.

WHEREFORE, Petitioner Judicial Standards Commission respectfully requests that the

. Supreme Court accept its recommendation and impose the recommended discipline upon the

Respondent as set forth in paragraph 1(A) - (E) above.
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‘Respectfully submitted,

JUDICIAL STANDARDS COMMISSION

> CAY

JAMES A. NOEL L
Execlitive Director & General Counsel

ABETH A. GARCIA
Staff Attorney

Post Qffice Box 27248
* Albuquerque, NM 87125-7248
(505) 222-9353

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

IHEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing was mailed via first clas

mail on this day of October 2006, to the following:

Jack Brant, Esg.
_ Rodey, Dickason, Sloan, Akin & Robb, P.A.
Post Office Box 1888

Albuquergue, NM 87103
(5,

JaM . NOEL
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BEFDRB THE JUDICIAL srmmnns COMMISSION 0CT 17 2008
OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO AMIUDIC
AL
mqumf CONCERNING A JUDGE - " Inquiry No BN EABDS COMMISSION
FINDINGS OF FACT JONCLUSIONS OF LAW

AND RECOMMENDATION FOR DISCIPLINE

This matter came before the Judicial Standards Commission (“Commission”) for

. hearing on August 9, 2005, puwsuant to NM. Const, axt, VI, §32 (as amended); NMSA
1978, §3410-21 (a5 amended); and the Yudicial Standards Commission Rules. The'

,hea.ri.ng was held in the. Comn-uas:on 8 hemng roam locabed at 111 ‘Lomag Blvd, NW,

Suite 220, Albuquerque, New Me:uco 'I'he following nine Comnﬁssioners participated

fn the hearing, deliberation, decision, and adoption of these findings, conclusions, and

recornmendation in this matter:

. Larry Garcia o K
Hon. Buddy J, Hall L

Hon. James A. Hall
David 5. Smoak, Chairman
Hon. Dan Sosa, Jr. (Retired)
Gloria Taradash, Ph.D., Vice-Chair
- Bob P, Tumer, Esq.
William R. Valentine, D.M.D.
Hon. Frank K. Wilson Trial Presiding Officer
Commissioner Al Lama, Esq. xecused from and did not participate in this matter,
Commissioner Paul F. Sena was absent and did not participate in this proceeding, The
Commission’s Executive Director & General Counsel, James A, Noel, Esq., served as
Counsel to the Commuission for this proceeding.
Examiner, Elizabeth A. Garcia, Esq., gathered and presented evidence before the
Comumission. The Respondent, Hon. James Lacatelli, sppeared personally and through

his attomey. John M. Brant, Esq. of Rodey, Dickason, Sloan, Akin & Robb, P.A.
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The hearing was conducted on August 9, 2006, Pretria) nrm'tium were resolved
prior to trial by Preaiding Officer Hon. Frank K. Wilson. 'The Commission heard

testimony from and aocurdmgly judged the u'edﬂamty of the fo].low:ng wxmesses during
the hearing: '

1 Richard Jacquez, Esq.
2, Marcia Milner, Esq.
3. Henry Baca, Faq,
4 Mare Lilley, Esq.
5. Jose Arrieta, Esq.
6 Hon. Iames T. Locatellj; |
. . The Commxssxnn alzo considered and reviewed all exhibits admitted into evidence.
Having considered the Pleadings, the testimony of the withesses, all exhibits
. adnutted into evidence, the arguments by the Examiner and Respondmt’s counsel, and

the applicable . law, the ‘Commission makes the following findings of fact and

condusions. of Jaw purtuant.to N.M, Camst, art. VI, §32; NMSA. 1978, 834-102.1;.and - e .

Rule 36 of the Judicial Standards Commission Rules:

E ING OFPACTS
1 Respondent, Hon. James Locatelli, was elected Municipal Judge of the City of Las
Cruces, New Mexico in 2001 and was reelected in November 2005,
2. The Judicial Standards Commission has jurisdiction gver the Respondent and the
subject matter thereof.
3.- The Notice of Formal Praceedings was issued and filed on June 9, 2005.
4. Respondents Answer to Notice of Formal Proceedings was filed on July 11, 2005,

The response put each count at issue.
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5. Asa Municipal Couxt Judge in the State of New Mexico, Respondent is subject to,
- and his conduct on and off the bench is governed by, the New Mexico Code of
' | ]udlcu.l Conduct, Rules 21-001 ¢ seq., NMRA.
6. In April 2004, the City of Las Cruces initiated a crigyinal complaint in Las Crices
Municipal Cowrt apaingt Megan Lynn LaMotte, styled City of Las Cruces v. Megan
| Lym: LaMotte, Case No. 2004-6733-PM,
i/ Raspundent was the presiding judge in City of Las Cruces v, LaMotte.
! On April 14, I2004, Ms, LaMotte appeared before Respondent for an arraignment on
 the charge of Shoplifting under $100, contrary to Las Cruces Municipal Code § 19-
40 in City of Las Cruces v. LaMote. The criminal complaint alleged that Ms.
LaMotte “removed a box of ;I'ampax pearl plastic 36 count (§9.79) off the shelé”
: from Albertsons in Lag Cruces, N.M., without intent to pay. Ms. LaMotte signed a
| Wmver of Counsel, and mtered a plea of guilty, Respondent mposed & sentence
of a $500 fine, of which $300 was suspmc!ed, and ninety (90} days in jail, of which
eighty-eight (88) days were suspended.

‘ I9. Marcia J. Milner entered her appearance as attorney on behalf of Ms. LaMotte for .
her appeal before the Third District Court. Richard Jacquez sexved as the attomey
representing the City of Las Cruces in the LaMotte appeal. Mr, Jacquez at the Hime
of the incident at issue was an Assistant City Attorney for the City of Las Cruces;
Ms. Milner is an attormey in private practice. Both Mr. Jacquez and Me. Milner ave
licensed to Practice law in the state of New Mexico.

10. On April 23, 2004, Ms. Milner filed a Notice of Appeal for a trial de novo with the

Third Judicial District Court captioned City of Las Cruces v. Megan Lynn LaMotte,
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Case No. CV-2004-51¢. The case was assigned to Judge Robert E. Robles, The
I

~ District Cotrt scheduled the appeL.l for a trial de novo on August 10, 2004.

On August 10, 2004, Mr. Jacquez,}me, assistant city attorney assigned to handle the
. ! ‘
LaMaotte appeal, made an oral u*o‘tion to dismiss the appeal. Ms. Milner, who

represented Ms, LaMotte on the a#peal befote the Third District Court, arguied that

‘Ms, LaMotte d:d not enter an mfm‘mecl agreement to plea in the Municipal Court.

‘.Aﬂer hea.tmg argument from . bpth parties on whether Ms, LaMotte was an

aggrieved party entitled to. appﬁal the Muruupa.l Court Action, Tlurd Judicial

* District Court Judge Robert E. prles demed the City’s motion to distniss and

13,

pemmitted the appeal to go forwuci_

Ms. LaMotte then agreed to enter lno!:hex plea and the District Court issued Ia new

_seritence.  On . August 18, 2004,‘&:: District Court entered its Judgment and

- Sentence for a six (6) mmth defén‘ed sentence. The District Court placed Ms.

LaMotte on unsupervised pmbati#n on the following conditions: (A) she attend

- and complete Petty Larceny Reha;bilitn&on School, and pay any costs associated

14

with the program; (B) she commit %10 similar acts and no criminal acts; and (C) she
avoid all Albertson’s Stores, Inc. Ma LaMotte was ordered to pay court costs in
the amount of $35.00 to the Las Cruf}ces thicipa.l Court.

On Aﬁgust 23, 2004, the City Attoifney’s office forwarded a &py of the Judgment

and Sentence by the Third Judicial District Court in City of Las Cruces v. Megan

" Lynn LaMotte, Case No. CV—2004:-5i4 to Carol Marin, Judicial Services Coordinator

for the Las Cruces Municipal Courlif.

15. Respondent received Judge Roblei»a’ Judgment and Sentence in early September

2004. See Answer to Notice of Preliminary Investigation at 4

18
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16. On or about October 25, 2004, Rea?ondenl: improperly issued a criminal complaint

on behalf of the City of Las Cru%es in the matter of City of Las Cruces v. Richard
. 'Jacquez, Case No, 2004001937&1=T4 and  City of Lae Cruces v. Marcia Milner, Case
N 200419377-PM, charging Assistant City Attomey Richard Jacquez and

attorney Marcia Milner with indiract contempt of court for their actions before the
Third Judicial Digtrict Court in Cf

of Las Cruces v. LaMotte, Case No. CV-04-514,

~ 17. Ms: Milner had never appeared before Respondent in any capacity prior to the

.18. Mr. Iacquez was respansible for

" hearing of October 25, 2006.

indling the appeal of the LiMote case to the
- Third judicial District Court. Prior to handling the LaMotfe appeal, Mr. Jacquez
w:;s not involved in any lower couft municipal court hearings in the LaMotie case,

19 Despite the fact that the October!25, 2004 hearing was noticerd as a sextencing
hearing, the actual purpose of Retpondent scheduling 2 “sentencing hearing” in
the LaMotte case was-to issue the

1 contexnpt citations against Mr. Jacquez

arid Ms. Milner for their Argumenits before the Third Judicial District Court.

~ 20 Ms. LaMotte was never called to the bench the day of the purported “sentencing

hearing”, although she was present in the courtroom when the cage was called.
Z1. Respondent resolved to have both Mr. Jacquez and Ms. Milner present at the

sentencing to answer Respondent’s questions about the District Coust proceeding.

See Answer to Notice of Preliminary Investigation.

22, M. Milner received a Notice of Héaring that the LaMotte case would come before.
Respondent for sentencing. Mr. Jgcquez never received a Notice of Hearing, but
‘was called the moming of Octobex 25, 2004 by the clerk’s office of the Municipal

Court and was told to be present for the LaMotte sentencing hearing.
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23. Prior to the October 25, 2004 sentencing hearing, Respondent devoted nomid;réble
time to the “novel question of what I 2san inferior judge could do if I believed my
| dec:is‘im were being nullified by inaction of the City Attorney.” Jd. Respondent
als0 spent considerable time researchin the difference between direct and indirect
conternpt. I,
24; Sliprﬂy before the scheduled sentencing hearing, Respondent had “inadvertently -
 leamed... thatMr.]acquezadmttedinoPenCourtﬂlathehadasaumedthm‘
had been a conviction by trial in the municipal court, and had only recently
WCOVEW& his exor.” Id. MOW, "[Reapdndmt] was told that Mr. Jacquez did
- not challenge Tudge Robles’ assumption that the defendant had not been informed
| of her rights, and. did not challenge Ms. Milner's misstaterent|s] . .. .” Id.
' ‘_ 25 chording' to Respondent, when he was told about what had supposedly
happened at the appeal hearing before Juudge Robles in the District Court matter:

- I admit I lost my composure and became angry. I decided to have Mr.
Jacquez and Ms. Milner both charged with indirect _contempt for
debiberately misrepresenting procedures employed in the municipal
court. [ cooled down somewhat prior to the hearing, and attempted to
regain my composure, but will admit that upon having the complaints
served in open court I was angry and upset and let it show.

Id at &,
25. Respondent admits that he became angry over the appeal of the LaMotte case and
further “that he displayed this anger at the [October 25] heaﬁng in which the
indirect.com'empt proceedings against Richard Jacquez and Marcia Milner were

initiated.” Id. Further, Respondent states that:
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Given my upset ~ and, considerin; gt ’

-~ and, g Ms. Milner's and Mr. Jacquez
tnderstandable anxiety at the moment - it is possible some of what I sajd
may have been misinterpreted. I admit to being angry, and will accept

appropriate sanctions for that. I do regret letting m onal feelings
affect my judicial demeanor. B g my pers '

Id. at9.

~ 27. The criminal cbmplajnt against Mr. Jacquex and Ms. Milner for contempt had been

written prior to the October 25, 2004 hearing. Judge Locatelli gave a written copy

 of the criminal complaints to his derk, who hand-delivered the complaints to Mr.

29,

- Jacquez and Ms. Milner during the October 25, 2004 hearing.
- Respondent’s basis for issuing criminal contempt charges against Ms. Milner was:
- Crime: Indirect Contemnpt of Court, Cuntm:y to Rule 8-119, SCRA. 1985.

On or About the 28% [sic] day of April 2004 in the City of Las Cruces, State of New

Mexico, the above named defendant did file a nofice of appeal from the Municipal

- Court to the Third Judicial District Court knowing that the Defendant had plead

guilly to the charges in the Municipal Court and was not an “aggrieved party” and
did ot seek to first have the plea withdrawn. |

Respondent’s basis for issuing crioinal contempt charges against Mr. Jacquez was:
Crime: Indirect Contempt of Coturt, Contrary to Rule 8-119, SCRA 1986.
On or about the 18% day of April 2004 in the City of Las Cruces, State of New
Mexico, the abave named defendant did prepare, sign and confirm a judgment and
sentence in the Third Judicial District Court knowing that the Defendant was not
an “aggrieved party” pursuant to NM law and that the appeal from the Municipal
Court was contrary to Jaw because the defendant plead guilty to the charges in

Municipal Court.

13
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litigant's counsel.
32. Respondent’s decision 4o initiate and prosecute the criminal contempt proceedings
_ agamat the two attomeys wag based, at least in pnrt, on Respondent’s previously-
" _' formed opinion of the lack of professional competency of Richard Jacquez and the
prior conflicts between the Municipal Court and the Office of the City Attorney.

33. Respondent’s conduct demonstrated had faith or otherwise exceeded his lawful
authority. His contempt Proceedings againgt M. Jacquez and Ms. Milner had no
legal or factual basis. Because Respondent had no jurisdiction over Mr, Jacquez

_-and Ms. Milner for their arguments in the LaMotie case before Judge Robles, he
* abused his contempt power, and committed gross etror of law.

34, Respondcnt continued to preside over the criminal confempt citations against Mr.

Iacqt_xcz and Ms. Milner, despite his admitted anger and mistaken presumptions
. about how M: Jacquez presented the LaMoite case at the District Court.

35 Respondent admits that he had not re"iewedl the transcript of what actually
transpired before the Third Judicial District Court on Ms. LaMotte’s appeal, but
instead speculated on what cccurrcd in the District Court, pnor to issuing the
criminal contempt complaints against Mr, Jacquez and Ms. Milner. The issuance of

the criminal contempt complaints were without a factual or legal basis,
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3. Respondent states that he knew he would dismiss the complaint affer his review of.
‘the transcript of the hearing before Judge Robles. He reviewed the transcript on
Nmmber 4, 2004

7. Reslaondent, however, continued to take actions on the contEmpt cases even
though he had made the decision to dismiss the cages.

- . BB Res:pondmt subsequently scheduled 2 pre-trisl conference in both the Jacquez and :
Milner case on November 20, 2004,

% Respondent then vacated the pre-trial cunferenr.\e hearing and set both cases for .

- tria) on November 30, 2004 | |
: ‘40 Next, Respondent vacated both of the trial settings, and rescheduled them for
January 18, 2005,
414 Respondent filed an Ordex of Dismissal in both the Jacquez and Milner contempt
cases on December 8, 2004 dismissing the indirect contempt duurgea against Mr,
| Jacquez and Ms. Milner,
| 42. Respondent improperly failed to récuse from City of Las Cruces o. facquez, and the .
City of Las Cruces v. Milner. _
: 43 Respondent admits that he “had created an appearance of impartiality by [his]
‘ang-xy proncuncements, and that he would need to recuse h.imself had [he] not
dismissed the charges.” /d., p. 9. Respondent states that he “regretted this display

of tetnper,” and “letting my personal feelings affect my judicial demeanor.” Id, pd
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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

+1. - The Judicial Standards Commission has jurisdiction over ti'me parties and
| e subject matter under N.M. Const., agt. VI, §32 (as amended), and NMSA 1978, §34-
10-2.1 (as amended).
2. Regpondent is a Municipal Court Judge in the State of New Mexico, and
- -as such is subject to, .and his conduct on and off the bench is governed by, the New
. Mexico Code of Judicial Conduct, Rules 21-001 ef seg.
3. As alleged.in COUNTS M and I, Respondent on October 25, 2004
' iiflproperly ﬂssued criminal complaints on behalf of the City of Las Cruces in the matter
of City of Las Cruces v. Richard fucquez, Case No. 2004-0019378-PM, and Cityy of Las Cruces
v, Marcia Milner, Cage No. 2004-19377-PM, charging City Attorney Richard Jacquez and
attorney Marda Milner with indirect contempt of court for their actions before the Third
Judicial District Court in City of Las Cruces o. Megan Lynn LaMotte, CV-04-514,
| Respondent abused the contempt power in violation of Canons 21-100 NMRA 1995; 21-
: 200(A) NMRA 1995; 21-300(B)(2) and (B)(4) NMRA 2004 of the Code of Judicial Conduct.
-4 Asg éﬂeged in COUNTS VI, and VII, Respondent improperly failed to
recuse from City of Las Cruces v. Jacquez, and City of Las Cruces v. Milner after his angry
) pronouncements, in violation of Canons 21-300(B)(1), 21-300(B)(2), 21-400(A), and 21-400
(A)1) NMRA 2004 of the Code of Judicial Conduct.
5. Canon 21-100 of the Code of Judicial Conduct rEquires:
21-100. A, judge shall uphold the integrity and independence of
the judiciary.
A judge shall participate in establishing, maintaining and
. enforcing high standards of conduct, and shall personally observe

those standards so that the integrity and independence of the
judiciary will be preserved,

10
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Canon 21-200(A) of the Code of Judicial Conduct mquirés:

21-200. A judge shall avoid impropriety and the appearance of -

impropriety in all the judge's activities. |
A t for law. A judge shall respect and comply

" with the law and, shall act at all times in a manner that promotes

public confidence in the integrity and impartiality of the judiciary.
Canan 21-300 (B) (1) of the Code of Judicial Conduct requires:

.21-300. A judge shall perform the duties of office impartially
- and diligently, . '

B(1) diudicative ilities. A judge shall hear and

'+ decide wnatters assigned to the judge except those in which
' disqualification is required. ‘ o

Canon 21-300(B)(2) of the Code of Judicial Conduct requires:

21-300. A judge shall perform the duties of office impartially

* and diligentty,

B(2)  Adjudicative Responsibilities. A judge shall be faithful to
the law and maintain professional Competence init. A judge shall
not be swayed by partisan interests, public clamor or fear of

- exitidsm,

' Ciinon 21-300(B)(4) of the Code of Judicial Conduck requires:

' 21300, A judge shall perform the duties of office impartially

and diligently.

B(4)  Adjudicative Responsibilities. A judge shall be patient,

~ dignified and courteous to litigants, jurors, witnesses, lawyers and
. others with whom the judge deals in the judge's official capacity,

and shall require similar conduct of lawyers, and of staff, court
officials and others subject to the judge's direction and control,
Canon 21-400(A)(1) of the Code of Judicial Conduct requires:

21-400, Disqualification
A Recusal. A judge is disqualified and shall recuse himself

- or herself in a proceeding in which the judge’s impartiality might

reasonably be questioned, including but not limited to instances
whaere:

(1)  the judge has a personal bias or prejudice concerning a
party -or a party’s lawyer, or personal knowledge of disputed
evidentiary facts conceming the proceeding; . ..

11
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11. Respondent’s conduct was established by clear and convincing

- evidence and constituted willful misconduct in office.

12. The Coximission DOES NOT PIND clear and convindng evidence of

- the remaining allegations in COUNT I and in COUNTS IV and V. which ae dismissed.

RECOMMENDATION FOR DISCIPLINE

Pursuant to Rules 31 and 35 of the Judicial Standards Commission Rules, the

" Commission recommends that the Sup.

the Respondent:

AI

Purging of Contempt Charpes, The Commission
recommends that the Supreme Court fssue an order that

all records in City of Las Cruces v, Richard Jacquez, Case No.,
2004-0019378-PM, and City of Las Cruces v. Marcia Milner,

Case No. 2004-19377-PM, be purged from the Lag Cruces
Muricipal Court.

Formal public reprimand the § me Ce The
reprimand shall be published in the Bar Bulletin.

abional Judicial College-Bthicg for Judges ourse,
Respordent shall be required to take the Bthics for Judges
course at the National Judicial College at his own expense.

Mentorship. Respondent shall successfully complete a
twelve month mentorship with a district judge concerning
Respondent’s misconduct and obligations imposed by the
New Mexico Code of Judicial Conduct. The Judicial
Standards Commission will appoint the mentor, who will

. be xequired to file written report(s) concerning the

progress and results of the mentor program.

Assessn mmission’s C Expenges,
Respondent shall pay the Commission’s costs and
expenses in the amount to be requested by separate
pleading and pursuant to a certified memorandum of

costs.

12

reme Court impose the following discipline upon

18
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CERTIFICATION
Pursuant to Rule 36 of the Judicial Standards Commission Rdleé,{l'hereby cerlify
- that the above constitute the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Recommendation

. for Discipline of the Judicial Standards Commission.

JUDICIAL STANDARDS COMMISSION

DAVIDS. SMOZK, Chairman
Post Office Box 27248
Albuguerque, New Mexijco 87125-7248
(505) 2229353

13
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICH
I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true copy of the foregoing was mailed on
day of Qctober 2006, to the foﬂuﬁ*_ing: ﬂb.
Mailed Hand-Delivered l’/[
Jack Brant, Esq Elizabeth A. Gareia, Examiner /
Rodey Dickason, Sloar, Akir & Robb, P.A. Judicial Standards Commissio
Post Office Box 1388 P.O. Box 27248
- Albuguerque, NM 87103 Albugyerque, NM 87125-72

P
e
. NOEL N
Exectitiye Director & General Counzel
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State of New Mexi

IEON FIDENTIAL | Judicial‘ Standards Commission
1 Office Box 27244
A.X TRAN SM ITTAL Albuqucrq?ai, Ne:GMe‘::i(co 87125-7248
Telephone (505) 2229353
Fax (505) 222-9358
To:  New Mexico Supreme Court Fox:  505-827-4178
From: James A. Noel Date:  10-17-06
Re:  No. 29,508 20, including coversheet
IN THE MATTER OF JAMES T.
LOCATELLI
City of Las Cruces Municipal Court
INQUIRY CONCERNING A JUDGE
JSC Inquiry No. 2004-134
L]l URGENT O FOR REVIEW PLEASEFILE [J PLEASE REPLY

PLEASE FILE THE FOLLOWING:

» FPETITION FOR DISCIPLINE

ALSO, WE WOULD APPRECIATE IT IF YOU WOULD SEND US A COPY
OF THE FIRST PAGE, INDICATING THE DATE OF FILING. THANK

YOU.

The information transmitted in this facsimile message is legnlly confidential, privileged, and intanded
solely for the use of the individusl or entity addressed on this coversheet. If you ar¢ not the intended
recipient, be aware that any review, dissemination, distribution, copy or uge of thix information i
strictly prohibited by law. If you have received this fax in ervor, please notify ue immediately by
telephone 80 that we may arrangs for the retrieval of the document(s) at no cost to you. Thank you,



