After the most recent target letter by Attorney General Gary King I am compelled to respond to his allegations by stating the facts.  I can account for every last nickel that was spent on this Voter Education Project.
During my three terms (12 years) as Secretary of State, I worked very hard with our citizens, legislators and the Governor to change New Mexico’s Election laws. In 2004 and 2006, I increased voter registration and voter participation, by over 12%, utilizing a federal appropriation that was given to all states across the country.  After the 2004 General Election, U.S. Senator Pete Domenici asked the United States Election Assistance Commission if I had utilized the Voter Education Funds appropriately.  They audited my program and reported to Senator Domenici that not only did I comply but had a definite educational component for promoting Voter  Education in the state of New Mexico.  At all times I followed the federal mandates prescribed in the Help America Vote Act, 0f 2002 especially with regards to the implementation of Voter Education for the state of New Mexico.  In November 2006, my final year, I implemented a successful Paper Ballot Election. 
I was always counseled by my staff and the Attorney General’s lawyers on all major issues.  When it came to the procurement for professional services, I used the template contract that was developed and used by then Attorney General, Patricia Madrid.  Her attorneys were assigned to assist me during my tenure (12 years) of my administration.  Assistant Attorney General Dave Thompson and Zach Shandler guided me and approved all of my contracts over $200,000.  The N.M. Attorney Generals Office also signed off on any Voucher in excess of $200,000.  The Department of Finance and Administration (DFA) approved and signed all public vouchers from my office.  There were never any exceptions or any hint of improprieties of expenditures by my Office that were raised by either agency.  I challenged the State Auditor’s last audit report of the final 6 months of my administration of FY2006 which was reported two years later in 2009 by the State Auditor.  I proved that there were no improprieties by my office during that time.  My office was audited every year for twelve years and I even responded to the final federal audit as well.   The question I ask back to Attorney General King is “how can you investigate me for performing my duties as the Secretary of State and with the approval from Attorney General Patricia Madrid and the Department of Finance and Administration?” Consistent with the HAVA language, the contract was bid, awarded, modified in a permissible way, amended in further permissible ways, executed over a nearly three-year period, timely paid, and resulted in the precise sort of measurable statistic envisioned by the EAC: a quantifiably marked increase in voter registration and turnout.
It is disconcerting that Attorney General King is concentrating this attack on me, for the second time this year.  He keeps claiming that he is not running for Governor and only running for re-election as Attorney General.  Why is he intent on destroying the good service that I performed for the State of New Mexico?  I believe that if he wants to know what truthfully occurred while I was in office, he should question his Assistant Attorney General, Dave Thompson and Zach Shandler and those individuals from DFA who approved and signed all documents from my Office in order to get to the bottom of his questions.  I relied on the Attorney General to always counsel me in the right direction legally.  
It appears to my supporters and to me, that those individuals who have never supported my efforts on behalf of the State of New Mexico are continuing their attacks on my reputation and my integrity for the wrong reasons.  They are threatened and are afraid that I might run for another public office.  If my detractors are forthright in their belief that they can better represent our state, they shouldn’t worry about what Office I will seek in the future.  I am very proud of my 12 years (three elected terms) of service as New Mexico’s Secretary of State.  I accomplished much and represented New Mexico to the best of my abilities.  

I pray every day that my Lord and my God will forgive those individuals who so willingly, callously and wrongfully accuse me of unsubstantiated wrongdoing for the purpose of furthering their own personal and political ambitions.  This witch-hunt must cease and desist.  It has been going on since I left office almost three years ago and no wrong doing on my part has been uncovered. 
My supporters, friends and family stand ready to defend me and challenge the vicious actions by those who continue to attack me.  While I was in office, I swore that I would follow the laws of the State of New Mexico, so help me God, and I will continue to do just that.  

Rebecca Vigil Giron
