








From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Karl Rove [KR@georgewbush.coni]
Monday, October 02, 2006 8:51 PM
.Miers, Harriet
Fw: Possible corruption in bUilding of jail, courts is new focus

Domenici is calling me about the~USA for New' Mexico

--~-~o~iginal Me~sage----­
From: Mickey Barnett
To: Karl Rove .
CC: pj'r(, ; Scot!: Jenning's.; Steve Bell

Sent: Mon Oct 02 20:45:36 2006
SUbject: possible corruption ,in b~ilding of jail, courts is new focus

Karl

This article' confirmsw:hat I 'mentioned SC;ltur¢lay. An .FBI agent told me more, than six
months ago that their investigation was do~e andbeeri 'turned over to the', U, S Attorney a
long time ago. He said agents wer.e totally frustrated with someeveri trying'to get out of
New Me.x;ico. ,I can put you or anyone you designate with lawyers knowledgeable about;: the' US
Attyoffice--:inci'uding lawyers in the office.. -that, wHIs,how how poorly it .. is being rUn.

Scott Jennings was kind enough to set;: up an ~ppolntment at the Justice D~partmen~ several
'months ago where Pat Rogers and I laid all this out. .r hope Justice can now be perSUaded
'to send out some crackel:' jack;. prosecutor and perhaps promote Iglesias 'to a Justice ..
department position. '

We still await the results of the task- force Iglesias convened 'about this .time two years'
ago on. the clear Acorn fraudulent voter registrations. We were told it would look to
"political" to indict anyone that close to th~ election. Then we never heard anything
eise. '

Mickey

With, Vigil case over, i?vestigators move on

possible corruption in building of' jail, courts is new focus

By <http://www.abqtrib.com/staff/kate~naBh/> Kate ,Nash (
<http://wwW.abqtrib.com!staff/kate-nash/contact/> Contact) Originally published 08:27
a.m., October 2; 2006 Updated .01:1+ p.m., October 2, 2006

with the trial of former state Treasurer Robert Vigil complete, the U.S. Attorney's Office
now has time to devote to a corruption case that could exceed Vigil'S in prominence,
complexity and profile.
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The PBI said Sunday it has fo~a:rd~d the office ~ "white collar, public' corruption"':type"
case.

lilt's bas'ically with them," said FBI spokesman Bill Elwell. liAs' far as I know, we've
completed 9ur investi~ation.n '

What's "it"?

Prominent officials are mum,' though insiders have indicated the case, may be a doozy in a
state al'ready well-acquainted with corruption ~llegat1oils against public 'officials.

Here's what's publicly known about the case, one that surfaced earlier this year:

. The 'FB'I has asked' state or other off,icials for information about construction of' the Metro
Court in Albuquerque.,

The state Auditor's Office, meanwhile, has ~skedfor documents from Bernalill.c> County a,s
part Qf it!3 inquiry into "procurement issues" in building ,the Metropolitan Detention
Center. The office has..turned thos!! documents, over to the FBI.

The Auditor's Office also asked the county for i~formation about construction costs of the
'State District Courthouse.

And, the FBI ,has questioned at least one former Bernalillo county ofddalabout
allegations that someone gave former state Sen. Manny Aragon, an AlbuqUerque Democrat,
money to ensure a certain contractor got wor~ at 'the Metropolitan 'Detention Center.

liThe insinuation was that because he was p~esident pro tem·of the Sena~e, we WOUld cave in
order to get' a favorable result frcim him;" fo~er County Manager JuaJ? Vigil said iIi July.

Vigil said that was not the case.

Aragon, from 2004 until July, was the president of New MexicoHighlandsuniversityln Las
,Vegas. ,A member of the state Senate for' 29 years, and president fJ;om 1.988 to' 2000, he '
accepted a $200,000 contract buyout for leaving the Highlands post. Highlands officials
~ited unhappiness with his job performance as the,reason for his departure.

Aragon, when reached at home Sunday, declined to comment .

.with the case at the U.S'. Attorney's Office, aI1,.other pressing question is when the office
will take action.

The, office is coming off months of work on the latest ~f two Robert Vigil trials, the
second of which ended Saturday with the jury acquitting him on 23 counts and finding him
~ilty on one, attempted extortion. The, first trial ended with a hung jury in ~ay•

."The}' have been' busy, II Elwell said. "I kno"';' they have not been abie to address it,_ II

A spokesman for the office could.n9t be reached for comment· Sunday•

.Polit~cal insiders say that if the main suspects are pemocrats, the shoe could drop before
the Nov. 7 election. '

'If there are Republicans in the mix, the office might1'lant to avoid an "October surprise"
and seek indictments later, political observers say.

Gov. Bill' Richardson, when asked Frtday how concerned he is about possible upco~ing
indictments in the jail and courthouse projects, said, "I really regret it. I.don't kn5w

. when they are happening. ~I .

Richardson said the FBI has not asked him anything about the investigation.

But he said he's made an effort to get state laws changed to better deal with corruption,
changes that lawmakers will consider in session next Year.

Allegations of, corruption on the' state District Court proj ect emerged in. a,lawsuit ,filed
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in 200\2 between business partners Harvey Pee;! and 'Raul Parra.

Peel sued his associates in four companies, including 'P2RS Group, Inc., .and Technologies
West Limited, claiming they were involved in rackete~ri:t:J.g activities, inciuding illegal
kickbacks.

In testimony for the case, Peel said Technologies West was paid $160,000 f.or work on .the
courthouse. His lawsuit alleges the company subm~tte4 invoices for services or goods not
provided; or "for amounts far in excess of the reasonable value of such services 'and
goods, with the iJitent to deceive or cheat the state of.NewMexico."

but of the' $160,000, two checks - totaling $5.0.,000 - were made out for cash . That was the
. same amount as a puzzl.ing, entry - "Manny - 50,000" in Technologies west's books, Peel
testified.'

Aragon has denied accepting any bribe from Technolog!es ·west, Parra or Peel.

In a Nov. 19, ~002 deposition in the Peel case, AXagon·saidhe had never heard of Tech
West.

Aragon said in a NOV. 1.9, 2002 deposition' that he provide<;l legal services to P2RS .. Peel
testified Aragon got a $20,000 annual retainer, accordlng to court documents:

In 'otherdocuments from the 2002 laws~it;. a contractor. named 'Glen perka.l 'tells how he took
precautions to piotect his company, Integrity Networking systems, when he was toid by a
court official to hire Technolog1es West as a subcontractor for telecommunications work at
the state Dist:dct. Courthouse. . ~. . , .

Before he struck the,deai,l?er~~.). said. he wanted the coUrt's request in writing to protect
·his company "from somebody coming in and saying that themon,ey didn'.t need to be 'spent OJ;'

that work~didn't need to be done or whatever. B~sically, it alleyiated us of~the

responsibility for, you know, adding that cost i~to the contract Or worrying about what it
was really being used for. II

On·Sept. 25, 2000, perkal'apparently got what ne wanted. A letter·signed by Court
Administrator Bennina ArmJjo~Sisneros specified that Technologies West should be awarded
the work.

Perkal's part of, the courtho1Jse, contract was $400,090, plUS $i60;000. for Techilologies
West, according, 'to court documents.

In his testimony, Perkal said he didn't work on the Metro Court project ,because Court
Administrator Toby Martinez wouldn't put a similar arrangement with Technologies West in·
writing. .

Perkal said he called Parra and "told him we couldn't do the project the, way he wanted us
to dolt, with <ill of this extra money involved, .because we were concerhed that somebody

.. would find out, that we would get .in trouble."
. . . . ..

Perkal also said "somewhere in the neighborhood of a million and a·'half dollars" was the
difference between the two proposals he had prepared, then withdrew, for work on Metro
Court. .

\'

Mickey D. Barnett
1905 wyciming HE
Albuquerque, NM 87112
505.275.3200
50S.3~a. Direct
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505.275. f:ax

~.thebarnettlawfirm.com<http://www.thebarnettla"i{firm.com/>

CONFIDENTIALITY. NOTICE

The' informationcontaitied in this .electronic ~il tr~nsmission and its .attachments.may be
privileged and confidential and, protected fr9tn disclosure. If tl"ie reader of .this message .
isnotth~ .intended recipient· (or an .individual responsible for. delivery of the. message to
such person), you are strictly prohibited frqm copying, d;i.sseminating.or distributing this
communication. If you· have received. this communication in error, please notify the sender
immediately and' destroy' all electronic,·paper or'other versions. No repre$entation is made

,by th. ~8nder. that thie communication '1s virus-free, apd it is'used at the intended
recipient I s sole risk. T;harik you..

.',
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...
10/2 pm Sen. Domenici 202-224-7093 Office Re: US Attorney in NV

202-546- Home·
...

10/13 Sen. Domenici 202-546- ---
202·228-

.. ~ ......

10/18 Steve Bell 202-224-7094 10/18 LM
10119 a.

-
10/26 Steve Bell 202·224-7094 10/26 LM.

10/26
10:34 a

l1f7
_.. -

l1nSteve Bell (202) 228- Cell
(202) 224-6621 .or Office .2:15p
7094_._,

11f7 pm11f7 Steve Bell : (202) 228· Cell
(202) 224...6621 or Office
7094

·.'ON

202-224-7094 11/9 p.m.11/9 . Steve Bell

11/13 4:5~ p Sen. Domenici 202-224--7090 .
, ,,

11/20 , Steve Bell
O'

202-224-7094 11/20 LM

11/27 . p.m. Steve Bell 202-224-7094 .. Office Returning call 12/5 p.m.

.12/5 p.m. . Steve Bell 12153:29
p

12111 p.m. Steve Bell 202-224-7094 NON-RESPONSIVE MATERIAL 12111 LM
. REDACTED

.__._. ~_-._-.N_._..-..-.-- ...-....._..-....
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From: ScottJennings

Sent Sunday, October 15,' 2006 2:95 PM

.To: Kart Rove; Sara Taylor

SUbJect: FW:.FBI Story

Steve Bellsetlt this email to cand' and me .. essentially sayjng thatthe US Attorney in PA has no trouble going .
after Weldon, so why should the US Attorney In New Mexico be sby about doing his job on Madrid. .

. .
. Fro.m: Ben, Steve (Domenlcl)
sent: Sulldavt. October-1S, ~Q()6.12:22 PM
To: scott Jennings; Wolff, candida P,
'SUbjfllCt:, PH: FBI StOry . . .

. Seems like other uSAttorneys.ean do their Work even In election seaSO/1••.

And FBI has already admitted they. ha~e tumedover their Eivldence to the USA in NM and are merely awaiting hiS
action... . .

8el.1-. -- .... _-- ......._._._._...... - ....---, ... __ ..._- _.-...._- .. ----'-:'"-.__.__._._-- ...-'"":"-..._...._~_.- ..-_....
.. FrOm: HAwilsom _

sent: Sunday,'October 15, 2006 9:42 AM .
.To: BryceDustman .' !ecknell@heatherforcongres5.comi ~ensonfrist· ....
(oomenld)·· .
SUbjeCt: 'fBI Story

! Bell; Steve

. FBI or those close to them.are talking about public corruption cases opngolng in o.ther states•

.Weld~n faces probe on daughter's deals

By KIMBERLY HEFLING and LARA JAKES JORDAN, As.soclated Press Writers 2 hours, 42 minUtes ago

WASHINGTON - The

Fm Is Investigating whether Rep. Curt Weldon (newll. QiQ, vQtlng fef;;QCg), R-Pa., ~sed his influence to secure .
lobbying and consulting contracts {or his daughter,two people familiarwith the Inquiry said Saturday..

The Inquiry focuses on lobbying contracts worth $1 miUIon that Weldon's daughter, Karen Weldon, obtained from
foreign clients and whether they were.asslsted by the congressman, they said. They spoke on condition of
anonymity because of the confidentiality of the crimln~llnvestlgatlon•.

Weldon, a lO-term RepUblican from the Philadelphia SUbUlbs, long has denied any wrongdolng,and hi~ top aide
said Saturday no one had notified him of an investigatfon.

'" think if there was an investigation. somebody would have contacted us," said Russ Caso, Weldon's chief of
staff. .'

~aso said Wel.don and his staff were "100 percent caught off gUl;Ird" when they reamed of the investigation. first
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reported late Friday by McCIatchyNe~spapers.ThiS accOunt cite<ftwo IndM~uals ~lh specific knowfedge of the
. existence oHhe Investlgation; they declined to be identlft~ because of the confidentiality of crimlnaJ '

investigations. . .

Caso, whose boss is In a tight race for re-ele~lon on Nov.·.., agal~~t.Oemocrat Joe Sestl:!'k; tried to cast 40ubt on
reports of the Investigation. "Unldentified'sources meannothlng," Caso said. ''There's no substance in tha~ story.

. It's a f11r:nsy story.It . , • .

. . . ..

TwopeOple farriillarwlth 'the Investigation tok(the AP on Saturday that the inquiry was bel~g handled by agents '. .
from the Fal's fleld offices In Washington and PhiladelPhia and WElsbeing coordinatfJd by ttut Justice .' .
Departmenfs PUblic Integrity Section. Spokesmen for the Justice Department and the FBtdecllned comment
Saturday. . , . .

Those two people familiar ~Ith the investigation confirmed that federal :agenbriNere examlritng WeldOn's work
·between 2002 and 2004 to help two Russian companies and two~rblan brothers connected to former Yugosl~V
President .

~IP MIIg8.YIC~ They had hlr8d SQtutlofl8North America Inc., a company operated by Kare,n Weldon and
Chsoss Sexton, a R~publlCa'18l1y of the oongressman~ . .' .... .." ' ,'. . .

Weldon, ",lcech8lrman of the HoliseAlmed Sarvle.. cc;rnm1ttQ;l8a~US$rah speakw reger:d8d by some asa
foreign polley expert who has. ctashed·attlfnf:l~ with the'Bush administration. . .,' '.' .

.Over the last few days, the Democratfc Congressional Campaign Commitleehasmaileciftiers to voters in .
Waldol"!'s dlstrlctat:cuslng K.are" Weldon of geffing help from her father on lobbyin~fproje$. '

Michael pupplO, Weldon'~ campaign manager, questioned the timing of the mailing and published reportS about.
the investigation. He accused Oemoorats of "attempting' to smear the congreSsman and his entire family" In.the
,final weeks of the campaign. ' . ,. .

Jan P6at<l, a spokeswoman for the:ecce, said it's "blzarf'$, p.arSflold. and aQsurd-" for the Weldon campaign to
iinply there's a.llnk In the timing ~fth.,maillrig.a'.'dthe pUblf~hed·rep(J.rts;: .."

. The Weldbo Investigation c~me8 at a critical time for Republicans who are fighting to maintain a majority in tOe
,House of Representatives In a .mIdst ofscandals. . . .

. iday, Rep. Bob Nay(~, QiQ. voting recQrd), R-bhlo, pleaded guUly In the Jack Abramoff lobbying scandal,
which has touched on feelerallawmakers, former aides and members of the Sush administration. .

Attha same tlme, an inquiry is under waYQri Capitol HiII'into whether Republican House leaders or their lop aides
covered up quesUonable behavior,of former Rep. Mark Foley (nIDU, QiQ, YQ.tingJ:mcQrQ) toward teenage mal&.t
who worked as House pages. . ,
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Sen! Domenici Please call. It is time sensitive and urgent. 1Done. 4~-1 ()"';Il.l.
c: 202~228"
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---Original Message-­
From:~ jennings
Ta:~Rave .
cc: sara Taylor .
sent: rue OCt 10 19:51:39 2006
SUbjec;t: OOmenId/USAm .

t receM!d I call t'n:m Stevit !ell tonJght ai1d ne«t to update you On the USAm situation In New Mexfa:)..' .

j

\ t
\ ;

\ I

\
\
;

From:
sent:
To:

. Subject:

Karl Rove {KR09eor.gewbush,cOm}
Tuesday, OCtober 10, 2OQ811:10 PM .
Hughes, Taylor A. ..

. Fw: DomenicVUSATTY

. ,,"

Last week, 5enatXIf' 0amenId readli!d the Chief of Staff and asked that we'ri.nove the USATTY. Steve 'wanted IX) make
sure we all understood that they couldn't be.mare sertous about this request,·whlch was first made to the Attorney
Gerterallast ·vear by Oc:lmenld. . .

(au are aware d l:he.lssues, I belleVe-Yol:llr fraud In 2004, and mare recently mIShandling 01 the VJglI trial.

HIC 0033<'1
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McNulty, Paul J

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Importance:

Attachments:

Elston. Michael (ODAG)
Tuesday, November 07,20066:24 PM
McNulty, Paul J
Fw: U.S. Attorney Replacement Plan

High

USA replacement plan.doc

-----Original Message----­
From: Sampson, Kyle
To: Elston, Michael (ODAG)
Sent: Tue Nov 07 18:21:01 2006
Subject: U.S. Attorney Replacement Plan

Please review and provide comments ASAP. I'd like to get this to Harriet tonight. if
possible. I've pasted it into the e-mail for your convenience.

PLAN FOR REPLACING CERTAIN
UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS

November 7, 2006

STEP 1

U.S. Attorney calls: On or about November 8-10, Mike Battle contacts the following U.S.
Attorneys:

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Paul Charlton (D. Ariz.)
Carol Lam (S.D. Cal.)

Margaret Chiara (W.O. Mich.)
Dan Bogden (D. Nev.)

John McKay (W.O. Wash.)
David Iglesias (D.N.M.)

Battle informs the U.S. Attorneys as follows:

* What are your plans with regard to continued servic~ as U.S. Attorney?
* The Administration is grateful for your servic~ as t:.S. Attorney. ~u~ has determined
to give someone else the opportunity to serve as U.S. Attorney 1n your district for the
final two years of the Administration.
* We will work with you to make sure that ther~ is a smooth transition, but intend to
have a new Acting or Interim U.S. Attornef in place by January 1st.

STEP 2

Senator calls: On or about November &-10 (very important that Senator calls and
U.S. Attorney calls happen simultaneously), Bill Kelley or appropriate Associate Counsel
contacts the following Senators:

*
*
*

Jon Kyl (re Charlton)

John Ensign (re Bogden}

DAG000000010



*
* Pete Domenici (re Iglesias)

Kelley informs the Senators as follows:

* The Administration has determined to give someone e~se the oppor~unit~· to serve a~

u.S. Attorney in [relevant district) for the final two years of the Administration. [If
pushed, this determination is based on a thorough review of the U.S. Attorney's
performance.)
* [Relevant U.S. Attorney) has been informed of this determination and knows that we
intend to have a new Acting or Interim u.s. Attorney in place by the end of the year.
* We will look to you, Senator, to recommend candidates that we Dhould consider for
appointment as the new U.S. Attorney. As always, we ask that you recorrmend at least three
candidates for the President's consideration.

STEP 3

Evaluation and Selection of "Interim" Candidates: During November-December 2006,
the Department of Justice, in consultation with the Office of the Counsel to the
President, evaluates and selects candidates for Attorney General-appointment (or
candidates who may become Acting U.S. Attorney by operation of law) to serve upon the
resignation of above-listed U.S. Attorneys.

STEP 4

Selection, Nomination, and Appointment of New U.S. Attorneys: Beginning as soon as
possib~e in November 2006, Office of the Counsel to the President and Department of
Justice carry out (albeit on an expedited basis) the regular U.S. Attorney appointment
process: obtain recommendations from Senators, other state political leadership, and
other sources; evaluate candidates; make recommendations to the President; conduct
background investigations; have President make nominations and work to secure confi

~
USA replacement
plan.doc (36 K.••

mations of U.S. Attorney nominees.

«USA replacement plan.doc»

Kyle Sampson
Chief of Staff
U.S. Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20530
(202) 514-2001 wk.
(202) 305-5289 cell
kyle.sampson@usdoj.gov
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From: "Scott]ennings" <sjennirigs@gw.b43.coll1>
Date: Thursday~ March 08.2007,.10:52:56 PM

'. To:ltK~IRoven<:kr@georgewbush.com>. . '.
" Subject:'RB;c,a1bne after lOt(;migntoraftet 9, in:the'anrto diseussnorthei'n distnc(of

NY vaca,n:~y

....~~----------~---
Yes sir-

On-the phone right now with Pete Domenici. This news is nOt going over"well. Will wrap up and
fill you in. ' ,

:From: 'Karl Rove .
'Se~t,: Thursdciy,March'Oa, 2001 5:51 PM ,
To: SCott Jennings' ,

. $ulUect~ call me idler 10 tonight (}r after 9 in the am to diScuss northern district of NY vacanCy ,

"'",

HJC34001-A
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. ------ Forwarded Message ' -
i . From: Scott Jennings <SJennings@gwb43.com>
!Date: Sat, 6Jan 2007 12:42:27, -0500

To: Karl Rove<KR@georgewbush.com>
Conversation:, US Attorney
Subject: Re: US Attorney

Domenlci wants Peifer•.

Our political team wants Blb~" but Doinenld doesn't- /Ike him for som~ reason.

Rogers would be the dream, but won't do it.

The other is a throw-away name.

---'--Orlglnal Message----- ',"
From: Karl Rove
To: Scott Jennings
Sent: Sat Jan 06 12:31:01 20Q7
Subject: FW: uS Attorney

What's the sltuatlon,here?

, ------ Forwarded Message
From: Rod Adair , .

,Date: Sat, 6 Jan 2007 11 :56:05 -OsOO
To: Karl Rove <kr@georgewbush.com>
Conversation: US Attorney" ' .
Subject: US Attorney

. this is a rare moment when a matter is of suCh impOrtance
that, I must contact you.' .

The Albuquerque Journal this morning reported four names'
in consideration .for US Attorney for New MeXico. Three
are quite acceptable, the fourth would be a disaster. (Actually
RogerS would be a fantastic choice, but It w()uld be my hope
that he would never accept jt - which I, am also certain is
the case - in that he is simply too valliable an asset elsewhere.)

The singular wrong pick in this group would be Chuck Peifer.
He'ls, in shorthand, a,wuss. ' .'

I have personal, direct experience with him: observing him and
others when he was asked to help an independent expenditure

·1roup which had complied with every letter of the law, yet was
'... Jeing harassed by a partisan underling in. the Secretary of

State's office. The facts were clear bey~)Od question. Documentation
was full and authoritative. The matter was of trivial total value
and expenditure. He refused out of fear of what he would appear
to be by Democrats, clients, others, etc. In Short, he had not

.-":--'------------'..._._---~_.
--..._~ ..._-_.~._ .•.._----._-~.--_ ...-..._..
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FW: .us Attorney. ,

guts at ali even fora situation that did .not even caU for a scintilla: '
of courage.

SUbsequently, adifferent Republican laWyer was con~aeted. He
qUickly apPrQved the corresponqence, affixed'his name and dlsposea ,

'. with the,matteri which was never heardof again. ' '

,.If you are looking for s9meone who willfoll<;lvt theJawscrupulotisly" '.
, 'befalr,be'honest, ar:ldbe of serVice to the 'nation~'all .four, even .

Peifer, would be qualified (none more than Rogers, who better not
g~t it).. But If you are looking for someone wh,o will do all the above
AND withmnd any criticiSm, stand up to' the Ward Churchill/Michael
Moore bullies of the world and, not worry about critidsm for doing,
his jQb, the PEIFER IS OEFl~ITEI-Y NOT THE CHOICE. .

,He is a wuss, a cowardly 'wuss, ~ho will disappolnt~ .

In my alter !!go as New Mexico Demographic Research I fa" six
state representative'campaigns this year, Inc;ludlng three targeted
races on behalf of the RPNM. For the second cv~e In a row, the
only pickups by·the GOP In New MexICo Were my dlents. We . '
defeated a17-year Incumbent and wetQok an open seat away that
had never been in GOP hands. A client also held a.GOP open '
seat and two Incumbent dients held their seats, one of which had _
the lowest Average Republican VQte Strength (average of DB state
races) at 47.86, of any legislator In the state. I also lost one

· challenger race, So I know a team player, and I know' a fighter
when I see one. I also know someone whothinks primarily about
himself/herself. Pelfer;s NOT the answer.

Happy New Year!

Rod Adair
State Senator
R~RO$we"

· Chaves & Uncoln Counties
627 .
www.rodadair.com s.http://www...rQdadajr.CQ~ <http;!lwww,rodadair,corD>

The first Republican I knew was my father and he is still
the Republican 1 most admire. He jolni!d our party
because the Democrats in Jim Crow' A,Iabama of 1952

·would not register him to vote. The Republicans did. My
father ha~ never forgotten that c;!ay, and neither have I."

-Condoleezza Rice

~1'heRepUblican Party I~ the ship, all els~ Is the sea."

. '-Frederick Douglass

"Every.right that has been bestowed upon blacks was initiated by the Republican Party."
. .' . . .

-Mary Terrell, African-American
Republican and 'co-founder of the NAACP

· The Democrat Party: Tolerating Negroes and other minorities since 1964.
, -Robert Byrd" Kluxer, 1941.-48 ~

,---""-------"-,--~--.----'---_.~--._,-.---~------_.:--_ _--;:-----_ .
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AIlef1 Weh
1/11/20076:43:03 AM

SCott JennitlgS; .

.Allen Weh
From:
!ent:·
ro: .
eel
8cc: .

. ,~ .,·Su~. '. '. FW: Monahans Blag todcrt· -, . ;. '.: .
.- AttaChmenb;",' .imageq<ll.jpg; .' . .

FYI

. I

._ .
..... ;'.'

,".,",:", . '., ,., ... ~ ...

Fronn Allen Weh
sent: Wed~v,lanuary lQ, 200711:17 PM
To: 'Bell, Steve (Doinenlci)'
.Subfec:ti.RE: Monahans Slog today

. BecausePfeiffer. Kennedy and Rogen..haveprofesslana' associates who are aware ofwhat's'gOJng on Illgure that's where the
te8~ are corniriq from..•.as 1of11J.as no one.con~rms who is on the flst It probablY won't..hurt anythlnlJ. .

. .

You're nat tellng me alrtthlng new reference elbb...w~ had that conv_Clon and i don~t disagree with that assessnwnt
However. W8 also dlscusHd the fact that Bibb .views the job ee it leadership post, that he'd fir. this guy Gomez who ha.

.apperentlybeen"pert of the problem, and that'he'd caD In the tough dogs from JilSticeln DC to help out witll pra«tcUtirIIJ the.
pending cas what elSe do we want? We agreed he wee "acceptable· if the AG 'pfCtced him. , so·W"'·do we (you my
friend) Still sign" the WH that Pfeifer Is the only guy acceptable•.•.....FYI, Kennedy" one of my best friends, but the lat Ume I
checked he hasn't been delegated the authority to handpick the next·OS-Atty. We are grateful he helped us e!lRinat8 a few folks
that were weak, bUt that's where he shou~ stop.•.••• ..I'm going to tell the senator this when I see him next Wednesday an~ then
you, Scou 'amt I qan talk aboUt thIS. \ . .

N~n~Responsive. Material Redacted

··'rom: Bell, Steve (DQmenlct) _ .
.sent: -wednesday, Januaty 10, 2007 6:24 PM
To: Allen Well; SCott Jennings

.SubJect: RE: Monahans Slog today

Yes...

. I have. had a very candid mile with Jim and told him that we were bothered by depth and brelkfth of actual pmecutOrlal .
experience...1cleared that with. the. Senator before t talked to.Jim..• .' .

Even lawyers have big mouths•..

._ _.._--_._------_._..__.__._.-._ _- __._ __.._...,-- __._._-_.- __-- -
From: Allen Weh
sent: Wednesday, January 10, 2007 5:01 PM
To: Scott Jennin.gs; Belt, Sb!ve (Domenid)
~bJect:Monahans Blog tndciy

Monahan has to be talklng to some of our GOP lawyers tq arrive at this......but whoever thinks that the "they·, which is us, would
have Bibb move toASQ to run for OA has a great imagination·' .' . . .... . '

BIBB BASHING?

\
!

, "':;1.. .!J
i

........._._.--_ .._....-.

'. .

.I wouldn't call it an anti-:-Blbb bandwagon,' but in reaction to our .Tuesdaybl.og in' .
which the Alligators pinpointed Jim Bibb 'asJhe likely replacement for outgoing
U.S. Attorney David Iglesias, we did receive some comment saying President ­
Bush and Sen.ator Oomenicl, w.ho will have the ultimate 5ay on the appointment,
snould not rush to judgment; that A6Q .attorney Charles PeIfer should not be

. .
- -- _ ..- • ...-.......--.-:-.._ ......_._-.:_... ..--..;-_.__•• - ....j ....~._,

... _ _ __ _ _ - ._ _. ,-------.---.--- H.JC 11129
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'lJnderestimated. Here's an example: '

"Bibb .is tti~"easy" pick, not necessarUy the 'best one. You may want to keep in mind that
· "eif~r'was close' to (former NM '40P Attorney, Genetal) Stratton and current jud'ge Jim' '.'

Jrowning as well as the (GOP .Jawyerilobbyist) ,Mlc,key Barnett crowd too. Some Rep.ubi'can
" lawyers who are.pushing Pelf¢r,because they tl1lnk her~ one of the bestlawYli!fs.:andhas the., '
·:".:b.rahis~and·bac~bone to take :over·;an:offlce·run~byf(ilk$ with one foot" in retirement; ..,; ,.,,'

':~':. ..' '. ~:'''.' " .':'~ :.::' :..~; ;",' "'-'.:" ::', ..... ". .' . . '. ..' . '" ., ..

"Bibb worked for Iglesias (as an assistant U.S. attorney). He was 'pretty low on thepecldng
order. If Bibb got .the job, h.'d be the bo~s of his old bosses. They would tather run Bibb
against (Democra~lc 6er'n~lillo C()unty District Attorney) KariBrari(jenburg, after they get him

, to move toABQ. DA--if handled corre~ly-- can be a very good stepping stone --ala (the late
· ~OP Congressman) Ste.ve Schiff." '?O ,informs one legal beagle. . .

Interesting stuff. If it comes doWn to. who cari bea bigger. thorn· In the side :of the 'state D's '
and Big Bill, it would se~m '~ibb would have he edge, If it comes' to 'gettlng, the most qualified
and exper.lenced candldate~ It 'appears Peifer has the Inside· tra~k. It's.a' powerful position and
one woith watching which we'wlll be doing. . " .

AllenE. Weh
·.Chief E'xecUtive Oflcer ..
cSt AvlalfonSeMces. Inc.
3700 RIo Grande. NW,
Suite 1 '
AlbuCiutrque,NM 87107
(0) 505.181.9000
(0) 505.342~

--~~----_.~_._._--'-~-'--"---------"---'--~-----'--'
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. REDACTED

From: ..Scott Jennings (SJennin~$@gwb43.com)

Sent: . Friday, FebruarY 16. 200710:22 AM

To: Karl Rove

Co: HugheS. Taylor A.

SUbJe4?t: Assorted personnel iterol .

Attachments: Humetewa Resume.pdf: Humetewa.doc

Page 1 of 1

I need to bring a few personnel ibmls to your attention:

1. /IZ USATTY.: The CoU"sel's offt~ is asking you to call Senator McCain to get more names for the
vaca~tUSAm slot In AZ. Mcealn submitted one name only: Diane Humetewa. I have.attadled her.r~~
and a Ost,of probiems·cauSingDOJand COUnsel to balk at nominating her. Hume~ Is a former McCain staffer~
and sO far Ills office has been unWilling to submit any other names. They are asking yotlto. personalty engage to
move this proceSs alOng;. Humetew8.1s simply unacceptable; sen. Kyl joined McCain In making this... . . .
recQI'ilme~~n;·oOJ d04;!Sn't think Kyl will give more ~mes at this pofntas he Is folloWing ~In's lead•.

2. U~ on NM. usAm ~ as you know, all·but one oJ the names originally submitted by Sen. Domenld were r.u~ .
Invalid c;lueto ~Iea.rance Issues. The flnal· name standing w~ Jim Bibb, our preference for the job. Se\!n. Bingaman .
reject~ this name, and after several days ofdehberatlng Domenid chOse not to stand UP. for Blbb·.andtold IfH:lWH
he wanted· to submit a new name; That person w~ Don Sv~ a ~aglstrate Judge and former USATTY In.the Bush
4.1 Administration.

Aftern!viewlng this suggestion, CouOsel advises that DoJ has apollcy wherebY they wilr not consider sitting'
judges for USATTY positiOns because they believe they need to recuse themselves from ,ALL crImlnallT1atters
pending befOre their court~Use notificatIOn would need. to be sent out to all people with-busineSspendlng
before the court that the judge Is being considered for the USATIY position. Irs qufteorierous and they don't

. want to go.~wnthls roact.Addltlonally, Svet got Iow.marks during his time as 'a US Attnr.rteV ~·and Is .
generally consldei"ecJ Iow-asllber. Domenlcl appears l;o have submitted his name for one ~son: Blngamall

. ag~ to Jet ~ lTlQVe fOrward. Weare~ ttl the followingchOJces: force the Issue with Bibb, nominate him,
and see what happens; or ask DOmenlCi for mqre nam~. Myopl"nlon Is that .there are no gOQCl names left - Bibb
Is by far the bestwe Will beab/e to do from a background/credentfallng standpoint. t need to have ~ f.urth~ talk

.with Counsel this morning, but we may need to have you call Steve Bell soon to·convlnce them to support ~Ibb
for th~ positIOn.· When Counsel tellS Bell that Svet is .lJnaceeptal;lle, /:Ie wiD likely gol;lalllstic ~use'he thinks·
they are trying to game the system for Bibb. No ae::t:lonfornow,~proba~"'JOOn. .. . .. ";;'. .... . .. " .. '
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Allen Weh
,From:
~nt:

'(0:

.:=c:·

Allen Weh '
2/22/2007 12:31: HAM

Scott Jennings IO-REPUBLICAN NATIONAl COMMITTEE/OU=RNC:CN=RECIPIENlS/CN=SJENNINGS;
Bell, 5t~e (Domenlci) , , '(

,(

Bee:
S,ubji!~,,>~MUS AfJ:f ~::,,: ,,'

"Sc,ott,

The US Any appointment ci:utle up qver the past few days when I ~ought this was resQlved. Jim Bibb ~Iied me Saturday. ashe,
, has don~ occasionally to update me On his status. and a~vised there were rampant rumors running around the lawyer community
'about another appOintee being named ;..... .lawyers gossip like women! ' '

In short, Bibb Was told that, beCause of Senator Bingaman's opposition. that his candidacy was stopped. , told him I'd talk to
, 'Senator Domenid. which I had the opporturVty to do fast night. Pete ,told me that ~ngamanwas concerned about the appearance
, of the ad,,","istratign replacing seven US Atty's nationwide for partisan reasons which obviously created II problem for Bibb since
'he waS the AG candidate last, fall. Nevertheless, the senat~r committed to ask Bingaman if he would ,fT18tit with Bibb,

Today" got another call from Jim and he reported that Bingaman personally caned his uncle (Mike Anaya) today and passed on
that "he,doesn't have a problem with Bibb If he isn't part of a pai1i~n effort to rePlace US attorneys." , " '

Bibb Is:a streight shooter and I'm convlnceq if h~ meets with Bingaman he'U win his,support, which ":'akes it easy for Pete In this
case. 'I advised Steve of~s tonight and aslted him to exploit, ~Is opportunity with Bingaman to get Bibb's candl~cyon track. '

Allen

•• _ "Ow '!__ •• _-~. __ oo •• --•• :- .-.- "-••••• ~.~ -_.~._- •••~
.' ~..~._ - _- : - ., - -.._.,". ;. _~..~.--_.- _- .. ~ _._._-~ _-_.. _..
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AlienWeh

our US Atty sna~u

Allen Weh,
2/22/2007 12:05:!3 AM

Bell, steve (Domenici)

hom:
Sent: '
To:

, Cc:
Bee: ,

, Subject:'
:-;.;.- ...

," hllked to senator and 'Kennedy on this last nigl1t. The senator's comments fo us was thatlle would ask Jeff to meet with Bibb an,
" that if he refused he would te,ll me and" could tell Blbb.....unless somettilng chanf}~ he felt like Bowles was who he would go

with. He also said that Bingaman 'had said (or ImpUed? ..not sure Which) that "the AG candi(1ate wasn't acceptable... • and it was
, ,'/ery cl~ar tie had to have somebody that both he and Bingaman would agree on., , ' , '

Since then .....this ~ftejn~on .....Bibb ~alled me to advise me that his uncle (Mike Apaya) received a personal caR from Bingaman
who told him that ~he didn't have a problem with Jim as long as he wasn't part of arepubUcC\n effort to put seven partisan US

, attorneys into. office~ (soniethlng the senator mentioned Jeff was sensitive to),'" ,

, Sotpday something changed and I tord him to can Bingaman', office and requeSt an appolnbnent ASAP.....if Bingaman "doesn't
",have a problem with him' then you need to 'exploit this opportun~ to get Bibb front and center.Asl told yciu before, he~s astralgh1

, up gUy and will handle hlrilselfwell with Bingaman; I'm now,alSo conVll'K:ed youve gotten advice ~om several Albuquerque'
, lawyers who are'simply advancing their~in~rests and not the party's: you need to know that my friend "

So you don't think I, engage in character asSassination. I ran the allegations about Bowles to ground todayilnd theyweren;t true
so he's OK In that regard. ,However I voter: vaulted the guy and he's a ·soft R·.....hehasn.'t voted since 2004. It's obvious th,
lawYerSJolsted a 'great" prospective paUtical apPOlnte~ on,you that takes doesn't even take his civic duties seriously.

I'll advise scott Jennings of th~ Bibb part of this since I thought this was dorie deal uritirBlbb called ,me 8nQ I called you. The
senator asked that Bow/esname be kept clO$e hold.

, t

I
I
I

..........- :: : ..-- .'. ",
..-_."-''''-'' -" .. _~ ~ _.. - _" .._~ _-_ ..,.._ _ .
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Allen·Weh·
From:
Sent:
TC):

. , :c:

Allen Weh
2/22/2007 1:01:47 AM

SCottJennings ,0,,:,REPUBllCAN' NATIONAL ~OMM.ITTEf;iOl:J==RNClCN =RECIPIENTS/CN==sJENNINGSi

.8cc:
·Subject: . RE:how was your talk '.' ..... ,,',

. \

·'I\::lm~\llhat 1:L';1 nighl. .. rhc:re ~r~ ~mc: ,~lbUlJu~rqu~ (;( ,p IJ\lrp:rs \~ho
have put the MIn'Fl'in Bibb's huck to l1:ct ""Il1<:\mc: lh.:v know ;\I1J like.
.'\11\1 him: had Dom<:nici'sr:ar. he's bc:r:n lukl:l1.1JVtUltage of. ('11 fill
-YUU In wllh more \\h~ I.:ull you, '

'8~uSo: my email to·Y011.l:opytoBell.no... putsDomenici.sot.fk~ 10 a
ail J"k\lrlll'd position 1:11 bel BeD' will ~ in touch,\i1h )l)U ruth~
'1u1cJdy to put hIS spin \.lit it. [n lite iDterim 11\Jld Bibb to cal!. .'

. Bingaman's secretary and ..sk for the meeting. I hope you have the
latitude to. wait 10 :iCC what comes out of a meeting with Bingaman:..If
y<)u~.m·l . . ,

. For what it's worth. a lIiwyer (who Domarici listens to) in the meeting
·wuh'the ~enatotlastnight said "he (Bowles) wouldn't be my fint .
i.:hoicc:· T~en later he contided to me that Bowles "3Cted like a pussy."
I've never mc:t this guy. bUI~een that candor:and hi~ record of b\:ing
a:soft R,llolan't imagine him domg litejob we nc:cd Jone. How do tbmgs

. get ~f_ked lip? . '. .

----0riginal Mc:ssage,---:
From; &:ott Jennings [miJillQ. ~1.~P"gilli~4.g.w.M,:tJ.'.Qm I
Stml: Wc:drtCsdoy, February 11.20077:24 PM .
To, Allen Weh
~ubic:ct:' RE. how was your talk

kimc:nj~1 sent a.neW n~ loday: JU:lOn &wl';s.

From: Allen Web'
Scmt: Wed 212112007 7:56 PM
To: Scott Jennings

Subject: RE: how wWI yOW' talk

Ithoug,ht it WIIS. ugood converslltion...... talked to him for 30 .
mjnules..... he'll cull me NI.Tnellt Munday allerhe get.~ a Iittll.'lmure
into lrom llc;roSS the riv«. .

. ril caUyou tomorrow to briefyuu on whUt I've ICQrtII.'d rcten.'ncc·1 IS
'\(ly.... luJked to Dom~ici IlIlIt nighl~ and have tlne more phonl.'l calli
nec=d to make. .

From: Seoll Jennings IlI!lliltl?·~.J!:mljnglllih~~~.N:I C111J.I'
Sdlt We:tIne:K.Iuy. fcbroury lJ, 200712.03 I)M
'to; Allem Wdt
:-iuojccl: 'how \Vu.~ YUlJr lalk

With L u RI."YI.":i In 1'1'0 loduy"

~ _ , ," . _.~ ~.- ~-. "
• - ,~~.: •• ~._••"' "'_""'_' """.' "-0 0 •
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From:
Sent:

To:

page 1 ·of2

Kelley, William K

Wednesday, February.28, 200711:31 AM . .

Sullivan, Kevin F.; Wolff, Candida·P.; Kaplan; Joel; Martin, Catherine; Fielding, Fred F.; Rethmeier,
Blain K; Snow, Tony; Bartlett, Dan; Fiddelke, Debbie S.; Perino, Dana M. .

.Subject: RE: NM USATTY - urgent-"issue

·Fred and I just talked to the DAG about this. They are preparing to respond to .this,. arid have assured us that the
WH won't own the story; they will keep our press and communications offices updated, though, about what they
intend to say. . ' .

They ~e planning to deny that the investigation in question played any role in Days decj.sion, and to deny that
· any Member contac~dmain Justice to complain about the conduct(or not) of any particUlar investigation. (It is

. . true that Sen Domenici had expressed dissatisfaction with the US Atty, but no particular investigatiOn or· celse
was every brought up.) . . . .

In light of these developments, DOJ has decided to abandon their plaritounportan outsider as acting US Atty,
·and ins~ad jilst to live with the 1st AssJstanttaking over as acting. .

From; Sullivan, Kevin F.
sent: Wednesday, February 28,200711:00 AM . .
To: Wolff, can~ida P.~Kelley, William· K.; Kaplan, Joel; Martin, catherine~ Fielding, Fred F.~ Rethmeier,Blain K.;
Snow, Tony; Bartlett, Dan; Fiddelke, Debbie S.; Perino, Dana M. .
SubjeCt:FW: NM USATTY - urgerit is~ue
I.mportance: High

pis see below re f1,30 ampress confererice in Albuquerque; ..

.Froin: Jennings, Jeffery S.
sent: Wednesday, February 213, 200710:17 AM .
TQ: 'KR@georgewbush.com'; Fielding, Fred F.;· Sullivan, Kevin F.; Perino, DanaM.•; 'kyle.sampson@usdoj.gov'
Cc: 'Sara Taylor' .
Subject: NM USATTY - urgent issue
Importance: High

· IJust· received a telephone call from Steve·Bell, Sen.. Dotnenici's CoS, who urgently reported the following:

1. Outgoing USATIY D.avld Iglesias is holding a press conference at 11 :30 Eastern this morning,
2. He is allegedly going to say that he was ·contacted by two Members of Congress last Fall regarding the

.investigation into the courthouse construction corruption case. Information on this is in the following article:
·http://www.abgtrib.com/news/2006/decl19/federal-attomey-plans-step-down-iglesias-investigl

3. He is allegedly going to say that the Members urged him to deliveer indictments before November's election.
He will further say that one of the Members, frustrated with his answer, hung upon him in anger.

4. He is allegedly going to link these phone calls with the current news - saying that he believes this
Ultimately led to his being asked to resign by DOJ.

Bell said Domenici's idea is not to respond, and hopefully make this a one day story. They have already been
contacted by McClatchey Unfortunately, I do not think that they can make an allegation such as this go away so
easily. They have not confirmed to the·reporter. they were one of the Members. .
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I am available to discuss further - '~earlY, once this happens In Albuq1.Il:!rque the reportel'$ ~i11 be asking DoJ and·
'the White House

J.Scott Jennings
Special Assistant to the President and
Deputy Director, Office of political Affairs
(202) 456,' , '

HJC 10346



"':rom:
..ent:

)~:
dec:
Subject:

Raul Damas
10/24/20.06 7:29:46 PM ..

Jennings, Jeffery S. Jeffery_S._Jennings@who.eop.gov;

RE: re: our c~11 .

What do you want me to do? I'm not sure how I can interface with him.

That "nk is now dead, by the way.

,:
From: Jennings, Jeffery S. [maiko:Jeffery_S•..,Jennlngs@who.eop.gov}
Sent: Tuesday, OCtober 24, 2006 7:27PM·
To: Raul Damas
Subject: FW: re: our call ,

..

From: MIerS, Harriet
Sent: Tuesday, OctOber 24, 2006 2:50 PM'
To: Jennings, Jeffery S~

SUbJect:RE: re: our call

Perhaps this presents ,a different situation where the l,JS Atty can knock it down beca~e the article Impugns his conduct of his
office. Will be interesting to See.' , ,

--------.------'"""'--:-----_......._--....--------:--,--.,-------_._._.-
,'rom: Jennings, Jeffery S~ ,

J:. nt: Tuesqay, OCtober 24,20062:35 PM
, ,: MIers, Harrtet .

Subject: RE:re: our call .

FYI - hitting blogs now:

, I.1!tmLLwww.1of!:¥dQ!IkEWfCom/artlcJeL133/b.reaklng-~-attorney-Sitting~on·renzl

From: Miers, Harrtet
Sent: Tuesday, October 24, 2006 1 :25 PM '

'To: Jennings, Jetrery S•
.Subject: RE: re: our call

, Scott,nust finished speaking with Paul McNUlty. He 5~jd what we suspected he would. He has been contacted by a number of
frustrated members of the Congress asking why people can't be vindicated In ~h9 event nothing is going on. He acknowledged ,
that the situation is frustrating, but reiterated their position that they cannot confirm or deny the existence of ~n invesllgalion. He
said the AG did an intelView last week to put things in as good a perspecllv,e as possible by explaining that no one should be '
talkjng and that a refusal to deny ,should be given no. meaning beyond that Justice does not admit or deny the existence of any
investigation. I observed that at some point. i~mcdi£ltcly preceding an election, Ul1ullJibuled statements about the existence of an
inveStigation was rankly unfair. He is continuing to think about the situation, but , did not get Ii lot of encouragement thallhey will
deviate from normal course. .

...; ...:._.-:--.~~~ _.._ .•_.,;.: •••-.. _._ _.. _._.__ n -:....~ ~._.""":' ~_ _.u _ -=-._._ _._ :.._.~._ _.__ _ .
flrom: Jennings, Jeffery S.

,n't: ruesday, October H, LU06 12:56 PM .
~:Miers, HilrriP.t
/ )ject: re: our call

HJC00344
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S1'"M'" .r.:r.:~

The person I called you c1bout said the USATTY iii his area, as well as the local FBI office, said they were unaware of anyinvestigation. . '. .

'J'.'--

)';. "

)
» .

:-...:---:-------:---_._---_.__..,,,.,,, ,,, _ ----. . ,HJC00345
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From: Perino, Dana M.

Sent: Friday, November 17,2006 3:41 PM

Tot Memo, Jeanie S.; Martin, Catherine; Sullivan, .Kevin F.

Subject: RE: USA replacement pfan

Give me;a double shot - I can't breathe.

. From: Mamo, Jeanie S.
sent: Friday, November 17, 2006 3:02 PM.
To: PerIno, Dana M.; Martin, Catherine; sunrvan, Kevin F.
SUbjed: RE: USA replacemeflt plan

Issues In the press for which Olin8 will need the oxygen can:

.Carol Lam prosecuted Rep. Randy "Duke- Cunningham

. . . AP In ArIzona reports that US Attorney's ("-ul Charlton) offlce In Arl'zona is scrutinizing a land deal Involving
Rep. Rick RenZI (obviously, USA's office will not canfton this.)

From just a quick news dip search .1 cannot ftnd any. other hlg/:l-profll. cases that wOu~ draw particular scrutiny
fQr others, but also do not know the extent ofhome-stat. political support. . . . .

~Inal Message--­
. From: Pertno~ 'Oana M: .

Sent FridaY. November 17.2008 1:29 PM
'. To: Martin, Catherine; Sullivan, Kevin F.; Mama, Jeanl. S.
SUbj~:RE: USA reJ,lace!"ent plan

$OITleOneget me the oxygen canll

-Original Message--
From: Martin. Catherine
Sent: Friday, November 11. 20061:25 PM .
To: Sullivan. Kevin F.; Perino, On M.; Mama, Jeanie S.
Subject Fw: USA replacement plan
Importance: High .

What do you all think? Not sure when It would happen.

-Original Message--
From: Kelley. WUllam K.
To: Fiddelke, Debbie S.; JennIngs, Jeffery S.; Martin. Catherlne
Sent: Fri Noy 1712:32:.062006
Subject: FW: USA replacement plan

.'!.

The email below, and the attached document, reflect a plan by DOJ 10 replace several US Attomeys. By statUte,
US Attorneys serve for four year tetmS,·whlch are com.monly (but not always) extended by inaction -in practice.
they serve until replaced.. They.serve altha pfeasur. of the President. butoften have very strong home-state
political juice, lnclud~ with their Senators.

Before executing this plari. wf:' wanted to give your officeS a heads up and seek input on ch~nges that might
HJC 00422
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.redtJce ttte profile or political faDout. Thanks.

, -Ortglnal Message-- . . .
From: Kyle.Sampson@usdoj.gov [mailto:J<yle.sampson@usdoj.govl -
SentWedn8lday, November 15, 2005 11 :02 AM .'
To: MI~, HaiTIet; Kelley, WilliamK
.Cc: paul.J.Mc.Nulty@usdoj.gov
SUbject: USA replacement ptan

.. Importance; High

. HarrieWRI, please see the attached; Please note (1) the plan, by its terma,.would commence this week; (2) I
. have consulted with the OAG, but not yet Informed others who would need to be brought Into the loop, indudlng
. AcUng Associate AG Bill Mercer, EOUSA Director Mike Battle, and AGAC Chair Johnny Sutton (nor h~e I
Informed anyone In.Karl's shop, another pre-executlon n~S$1ty I wOuld recommend); an~ (3) I am concerned' .
that. to execute this plan property we must ~'-be on the same page.and be steeled to withstand any political
upheavat that might result (see Step 3): Ifwe start caving to complalnli'lg U.S. Attotneyl or senators then we
shouldn' do It -It'l1 be more trouble than It Isworth.' .

We" St8nd by~ a green light from you. Upon the 9retm light. well (1) cfrcula.te the below 'plan to the list of foIka
In Step 3 (and ask that you circulate it to KaJfs shop), (2) conflnn that Kelley Is making the SenatorlBush·polltfcal
lead calls, and (3) get Battle making the calli to the ~SAs. Let UI know. • . .

.«USA replacement plan.doc»

Kyle Sampson
Chief of Staff·
u.s. Department of Justice
960 Pennsylvania Avenu8, N.W.
Washlt1gton, D.C. 20530
(202) 514-2001 wI<. .
(202) 3050 cell

, IWle.samp80n@usdoJ.gov

. t.
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From: Miers, Hamet

Sent: Wednesday,· December 21, 2(){)5 10:59 AM

Tb: Klingler, Richard D.

.' .Subject: RE: CAB

I would leave it in yourhands in'consultation with Matt ~ntil and if you feel I should speak with the S~nator..
. . . . .' .

......,.-.-- ..---_.-._-_ _._. __ __._ .

From:: KJingler, Richard D.
sent: Wednesday, December 21, 200510:23' AM
To: Miers; Hamet .
Subject:~ '.

For our Eighth Circuit seat Issue, I believe the pieces are in place to go b.ack to Sen. Bond's office:

We ~ri indicate that we have h~rd a.nd will work.to ~~sfy ·sen. Band's request regarding areplaCl3ment for the
u..S; Attorney in' the W.O. Missouri. Scott J~rinin9s indicates ttlat Karl. is fine with the replacement. Kyle' .
Sampson indicates that DOJ. is willing to accede. to the replaeement the prot<eSs there would be a gradual·. ..•
easing ai,lt of the incumbent through the EOUSA (I ca.n disqu.Ssthe precise process separately),' with Sen.;Bond's.
office to be:told th~t he will be invited t()suggest names for a replacement in the relatively near f\Jture.

As you inciieated. we can also acknowledge that MiSsouri is imderserVed at" the appellate level and indicate that
·thebill addressing the CA9 would be an appropriate occasion to~k to' add a Missouri CAS $eat.

.But we would also. indicatE! that we (;CInnot see the basis for taking a s~t from Ar!<ansCls in light of the broad
proportionalitybetween the Arkansas'caseload and the Arka~5as representation on the.CAS, .

Please let rne'kn~w if there is.ffi9re thalis needed and whetherihls message.is One that i·'~hOUld communiCate to
. staff or is one that-you would wishJo communicate to Sen. Bond. . . .

.._-...._~_._---_._----_._-_ ..-•....__..~._ .....-._..._...--_.- ..__ __ __._._.._.._- _..----- _--._----_._•....~_ _---_.._- __ .__ ..~- .".
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From: Miers, Harriet

S·ent:. ThursdayI .February 03. 2005 6:17 PM

To': Swann, Caroline J.

Sublect: RE: Counsers office

Thanks Caroll.ne, I appreciate yOur forwardlngil
. . .

•• __ 0 .... ~__.- -:. ------..... - ••--:---••• ---.-----••-- ._--.._"-- ----- ---:--...- ~.-_----~-'----- ._-

From: Swann, caroline J•.
Sent; lhursd~y,. feI)ruary·03, 2005 5:37 PM
To:'Mter.s; Harriet·. .
SUbject:'eounsefs offld!·
HI Harriett'"- . .'. .. .
I ,",oPe You OOo't mind myfOrilarding. to you a resume of someone that I think WOuld be a superb addition loYOUf!
ofliw. Tim GriW': Is someone thatl. worked with· durlng.my time at the RNC;' ,.Tim has Worked tirelessly fer this:
President in his ca~cltYas R~ea,rchOirector and.DeputY Communi~tionl OIrectOr at the RNC; H.e loves this"
President He'has alsoWQrked at the Ol!partmerit of JustiCe. qapltoJ~1I1 ~nd has SEINed in the military. He Is .
sharp,. professlo"", snda true talent . .

.' '\ hoPe you wUI favorably consider his resun:Mt for anA$soclate Coullsel position in your office;.

Caroline Swann
OlrectQr, VVhite House Personnel

HJC00102
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

KarfRove
Friday, February 11, 2005 4:42 PM ,
Sara Taylor

'Re: Thank You

Gi ve him options. ,Keep pushing for Justice and let him decide'. I, want him on the team',__~ ~ ~w__

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld

-----Original Message----- ,
From: Sara Taylor <st@gwb43.com>
To: Karl Rove <KR@georgewbush.com>
Sent: Fri Feb 11'15:08:39 2005
Subject: FW: Thank You

True? Want me to call off the doqswitbJustice?

-~---Original Message-----
From:' Tim Griffin
sent: Friday, February 11, 20;05'2:41 PM;
To: Sara Taylor'
Subject:, Fw: Thank You

Fyi, See below. Can we talk?
-----Original,Message----- ,
From:' "Devenish, Nicolle" <Nicolle Devenish@who.eop.gov>
Date:li'ri, 11 Feb 2005 14:36:20 -
To:<grlffin
Subject: RE: Thank You

Karl is on board big time foi omb press j'ob.

~----Original Message- 7 ---

From: Tim Griffin
Sent: Friday, February 11, 2005 2:13 PM
To;, Devenish, Nicolle
Subject: Thank You

Thank you for your call and offer today, I appreciate it. r will
discuss it with Elizabeth today and talk to you tomorrow.~gain, r
appreciate you thi~king of me.' TG

\ .

HJC 00105
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from:
Sent:
To;
Subject:

Miers. Harriet
Tues4Y. March 22. 2005 4:55 PM .
Karl Rove .

·RE:Tim

The ED Ark. USA is one we would pL9.n to replace so that is definitely :i

p~~sibility ~nd the one that I had pl~nned ~~ pursue with him consistent
with our discussions. However, he ~l1as very'adamant'of feelln'g ne should

'. accept com'lng to the WHand' back to Washington. .In large. measure he seemed
to be moti ',fated by needing to i10 to. work immediately because he explained
he was getting married and he needed a· jcb and that he knew, the USA job
requIred confirmation. and could take time.' We ar~ nappyt.o do whatev:er to
h~lp him either way.... w.ith the J'us~ice Deptot:wi~h th~. (j!3A. po.sition to
the' extent that that· can. bemada· available. I was told'that they h.ad~

creat~d a way :to bring him on .the USAsta·ff by "assigning a slot"' so' I am.
assuming that· that is still available. pending other a·etlon. . We· would need
to make sure we ran a· qui·ck. process on his recommendation for USA.

'--':"--Oriqinal Message-----
From: Karl Rove [mailto::KR@geor·gewbusO.com]
Sent; Tuesday, March 22, 2005· 2:27PM
To: Miers, Harriet .
~subject: Re:. Tim

Wha.t .about him for the US Attorne¥ for the Eastern Oistric;t of. ArkansaS?
That·f:s' wh~re.he·s: from'.
----~~~-----~------~~----_.
S~nt from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld

'.

-----O·riginal Message--,":"-- . .
From: Miers, H'arriet .<Harriet Miers@who.ecp.gov>
To: Karl. Rove <KR@georgewbush:-com>
Sent: Tue Mar 22 13:00:19 2005
3u.i:?j €let: Tim

'r sp.oke tu J'llie Nyers who has her finger on the pulse of available jobs at
Justice. She says that the Deputy in the Policy shop over th~re i3 coming
.:ivailablJ she believes . Sounds righ.t . Rachel 8ranj is moving up :lnd Dan
Ery.3.ndt 1.5 moving.:n. So if he cculd be Rache l' s deputy that would I:::e ·l

r,::al,l'! qreat spot. She of course c·')uld ha.v~ :;:<:me:·)r.~ else in mind. ).: .... ;".
~h~~ght ~he.ha·j ~crked out a pla~e for him in the US Attys 6ffice in ~C~,

The w,olY .3he described it it· was 'rery .:lttrac':iveespeciall'y f·:>r s(;me()n~

thinking abouc running for0ffice. He would cover 3 let of the Stat~. ~~

~ill ~~ep Gn the lookout for cth~r positio~ns in Jlstice cr ctherwi3e.

HJC001.15
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From: Mle.... Hamel

S4tnt:Tuesdav. March ~2, 2005 2:00 PM

To: .kr@georgeWbush.com

Subject:· 11m

. I spoke to Julie Myers who has hetflngsr on the pulse of avaliable jobs at Justice. She says that the Deputy. I~
the PaUcy shop over there ia ~mlng available~e believe.. Sound•.right. Rachel Brand is moving.up .and Dan

.Bryandt is moving On. $0 If he could beR8chei'i .deputy thatwol,'lld be Ii rtaliy great- spOt. She:oh~ourS.~ouJd.
hav.someone else In trilnd.~ Jull_thouotrt at:!ehad;WOIkedout a pia<» fOr him inlt1e US'AltYsofftce in·Artc.: The
way sh~de~ It !twa.. very attraetfVe~1Iy for someoli.: thinking abOut.unntn:g for offtee;· ~e'would
cover a lot of the s... We' 'MIl' keep 011' the lookout for'0fher posltlo.1nsln JU3tIce: or otherwise. . .

HJC00112
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FroIn:
Sent:
To:
Ce:
Bce: .
Subject:

. Ken Mehlman "Chainnan's Office
3/23/2005 10:13:50 AM

sara Taylor /O=REPUBUCAN NATIONALCOMMnTEE/OU=RNC/CN=REOPIENTS/CN=SMTAYLOR;

Re: Tim

Let me know his reaction.

'-Original M;essage~:.
From: Sara: Taylor <st@gWb43.com>
To: Ken Mehlman· Chllinnan's. Office <KMehlman@georgewbush.com>
Sent: Wed Mar.23 09:03:42 200S '.
Subject: FW: Tim.

For your background only..

~.Origina.l Message--
From: Sar~ Taylor . ,
Sent: WedneSday, March 23, 2005 9:03 AM
To: Karl Rove
Subject: RE: Tim

. '.

i havethoiIght a great deal about this. I will supPOrt whatever is in the best interest Qf Tilii's future. That said, I think we should consider a '
couple things; ..

,I. He's already been tbe research director at the RNC. Ifhe's going to have a nomination problem (i.e. Kerry), it will come from his tim~
there, not here.

2. USAs are political appointees. Drew Wrigley WlIS the ED of the North Dakota Party shortly before bepoming ow: US attorney in ND.
Here, Tim would be a special assistarit to the President.

2. For future' elective office-there have,been 17 WHPolitical, Directors;. 2 are Govem~rs and 1 is Ii Congressman:. I dottt.thinkyou can
say working in this offlCCburls your.chlinces·at fu~eelective. i:>ffic~ .

, 3. He's already been at Justice; already worked in a US Attorney's' office. He wants to work in the WH.

Again, ifwe're going to make him US attorney and there is something that helps better prepare him or ~akeshis path to the position easier; I'm
. for it. My fear is th~y end up putting him at Justice (which he ~~not want to do); it's a yearb,*,ore he's made US attorney, if ever. Then,we .

loose out on a opportunity to have the strongest possible deputy in this office. .

. S.lira

--··Orig~1l1 Message-···
From: Karl Rove
Sent: Tuesday. March 22, 2005 5.:09 PM

cTo: StayI9r@georgewbush.com
Subject Fw: Tim

.~

Sent from my BlackBerty Wireless Handheld

---Original Message----
From: Miers, Harriet <Harriet_Miers@who.eop.gov>
.To: Karl Rove <KR@georgewbush.com>
Sent: Iue Mar 22 15:54:35 200'5
Subject: RE: Tim

HJC 00117
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The ED Ark USA is one we would plan to replace so that is defmitely a
.possibility and the one that I had planned to pursue with him consistent
with our discussions. However, he was very adamant of feeliJ).g he should
accept coming to the WH an~ back to Washington. £n large measure he .
seemed to·be .motivated by l)Ceding to go:to work immediately jJecausc he
explained he was getting married and he needed a job and that he knew
the USA job requited confinnation and could take time. We are happy to·
do whatever to help bim either way....with the Justice Dept or with the
USA position to the extent that that can be made available: I was told
that they liad created a way to bring him on the USA staff by •assigning
a slot" so I am assuming that that.is still available pending other
action. We would need to make sure we ran a quick pro~ on. his
recommendation for USA.

--Original Mcsslige---
From: Karl Rove [mailto:Kllfwgeorgewbush.com)
Sent: Tuesday, March 22, 20052:27 PM
To: Miers, Harriet·

.Subject: Re: Tim

.What about him for the US Attomey for the Eastein District ofArkansas?
That~s where he's from~

...~-------_.-
. Sent from my BlackBen:r Wireless Handheld

--Original MC$Sag~~-. . .
, From: Miers; Harriet<Hlirriet"_Miers@who.eop.gov.>

To: Karl Rove <KR@georgewoush.com>
Sent: TueMar 2213:00:192005
Subject: Tim

Jspoke to Julie Myers who has her finger On the pulse of. available jobs
at Justice. She saYs that the Deputy in the Policy shop over there is
coming available.she believes. Sounds right. Rachel Btaildis1l10ving up

.. and Dan Bryandt is moving on. So if he could~ Rachel's deputy that
would be a really great spot. She of course could have someone else in
mind:. JuliethougJit she had :worked out a place for him in the {JS Attys
office"'in Atk.,. The way she described itit was-Yer,y, 'attractive' .
especially' for' someone thinking about running fOr offiCe; He'.wolil".·
'cover a lot of the State. We will keep Qn the lookout for other'
positioins in Justi<;6 or otherwise. . .

H1C 00118
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Scot.t Jennjo.9s :

",.; .

Scott·Jennings
1/3/2007 10:30:10 AM

, KIrk; Dennis 0 Mr ()Gt

F~m:

Sent:.
"0:

··~Cc:

'~; ...
Subje¢-

I
I

He Will be a~B"US Atto~ey.
. .

·.·~·OriJinDI NC!slIge­
From: Kitt, Dennis D Mr'OGC '
Sent: Wednesday, JanulUY OJ, 20078:55 AM

. To: St::ott Jenninp ,
Sl1bject: FW: NewConlactlnfo (UNCLASSI~IED)'

ciassificaJion: UNCLASSlFIEO
,Cavcars: NONE .

SCott, .

Our old .fricn~. Tim Griffin,isb!!ck in pili)'..Seemlgood~Ie for
Senate in 20081 . '

.,----.. . .

Very tespel;tfiJlly. '

Denni~ Dew Kbk,' Esq.
SpecialAssist8n1 19 the: Oeneral'Counsc.1
Uriiied States Anny . .
104 Pentason.R~ 3C546 .,
W~gton,DC 20310-0104

1)-695· (0)
,03-<?14 (F)'

":'~Ori8'iD" Mcssaac-- '
From: Tim ariffin ,
Sent: Simday. December 3 r. 2006 11 :26' AM ..To: Tim"Ui'iff'1ii .-. ... .. .. ... .. ....-

: Subjecl: New ConlaCIInfo . ,:

Dear All,: ,4 Scpicmber J compleled my ycai- of Army active duty (and military
leave from tbe White House). '1 &pi Slill in the AnnyR~ but back in the
civilian world. EJizabeth and I have i'elumCd 10 Arkansas and on 20
December. 1 was swom in as u.s. AtlOmey for the EaSlcm Disirictof
'Arkansas:· Here is my new comaCl DUO:· .

, Tim Griffm
U.S, Anonicy
Eastern'DistriCl of Arkansas
PO. Box 1229

. Linle Rock, Arkansas 72203
Work: 5013402600
Ccll: 501 837

Plelilie continue 10 Ullc.this CIDIIlI:

~1.8y in IOuch. lake care and God hli:ss. TO·

+lfvou feel yOU have n:cem:d Ilul' email int"rror.pleaseletmeknow.lIIlu
. ,·;U remov~ your nllmc Ji-urn my list:·

Classification: UNC~ASSIFJED

,._----,--,-.-,------------,----_.---_._---------_.. 1-11(" 1,n~A

.__~ . . .~--h-- --.,.- ·.····· , _ .
.__.-- --~~-''''' -~.--_.-~-
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From:. "Karl Rove"<~crmail@georgewbush.com>
Date; Tuesday, February 20, 2007, 2:24:37 PM

. To: griffinjag@comcast.net .
Stil;>ject: Re:' Geez - Cummins just won't stop!
----------------~--------

Di!!' c:ummins ever say publicly he was looking to leave - something that was picked up by,the press well
before lie left'! .

--.-Original Mes~e---
From: grifi!njag@comcast.net <:griftinjag@comcast.ne~
To: Karl Rove; Sara Taylor; Scott Jennings
Sent: SUD Feb'18 22:22:26 2007
SUb~t: FW: Geez'~ Cum~nsjiJst won't stop!

Fyi. From tomorrow. I don't understand the shock that Ule White House has input onpoliticaI
aPPOintments, ' ,

--Original'Mess!lge-
From: ,"barbara" <barbara@cofaIlocomstock.com>
Date: Sun, 18 Feb2OQ7 22:05:.14

.' To:''Tim Griffin" <griffinjag@comcast.net.>
Subject: Geez· Cummins just won't stop!

, '

.6 of7 Dism,issed U.S~ Attonieys Had Positive Job EvaIuations

By pan Eggen
Washingto~ Post Staff Writer ,
Sund8y, ~.,ruliry 18,2007; All

,
All. bUI one of the U.S. attQrneys recently fired by the Justice Department had J)9sitive job reviews before
they were dismissed. but,many ran into political trouble with Washington over issues ranging from
i~igration to the death penalty, according to prosecutors. congressional aides and others familiar with, the
'cases.

Two months after the firings first began to make waveson Capitol)iill. it has also beCome clear that most
, of the prosecutors were overseeing significant public-corruption investigations at the time they were asked
to leave. Four of the probes target Republican politicians or their supporters. prosecutors and other officials
said.

The emerging details stand in contrast to repeated statements from the Justice Department that six of the
Republican-appointed prosecutors were dismissed because of poor perfonnance. In one of the most
proininent examples. agency officials pointed tQ widely known management and morale prQblems
surrounding then-V.S. Attorney Kevin Ryan in San Francisco.

But the assertions enraged the rest of the group. some of whom feell1etrayed after staying silent about the
way they have been shoved from office.

Bud Cummins. the fonner U.S. attorney in Little Rock, who was asked to resign earlier than the others to
make way for a former White House aide. said Justice Department officials crossed a line by publicly
criticizing the perfonnance of his well-regarded colleagues.

, HJC 10270-A

jgodfrey
Highlight



~rom:

S.nt:
To:
SubJect: ./

Miers, HarrlElt [HanieLMIers@who.80p.gciV)
'Tue8~ay, December 19,20061:09 PM
KaI1 ~ve .
FW: Another GrIflln·article

FYI. This does not 5~em to b~'develcping:aswe thought.

~----cirlginal Messaqe~----
. From: Oprisofl,' Chris-topher G.
Sent: Tuesday, December 19, 200'6 6:39 PM
To:' Miers, Harriet;· KelleY, William K.
Subject: FW: Another Griffin article

Fyi ;. see beLow

Also, Rlcltard Kllngler cQnfirm8d with P"ul Perkins earlier toda1 that Tim had. been
approved· bytne PresidQ9tas' a nominee in June· .2.006 but, after Senator pryor' iridlcated he
would· oppose Tim"s nomination, the pian turned to putting Tim up as anAG appointment.

-----Orig'inal Messaqe-~--- .
From: Sampson; Kyle [mailto:Kyle.S~s~n@usdoj.qov)

Sent: Tuesday, Decelllber 19, 2006 6:27 PM
To: Oprison, Christopher .G. .
Subject: 'ElE: Another Griffin artl.cle

My thoughts:

I think we should q~m th.is ·to dea,th-: ask .the. Set1a~ors··to qi.ve.T.iilt-a.chance', l1\eet ·.,tth
lim, qi,V8'"hirit· so"'..··t.i;mEi"ino.ff.1cEt"tc):s.~e.<tl~'i.r.·n.~:perf~m~jetq. Ift.!'iey,u!tJ:mately :lay,'
"no neve:rc." -('and: th~..-':lon9'e.r we can, foresta'il tha·!:, the' b.atte·r), then we can tell them we'll
look f6r:ot'her candidcltes, 'ask them. for recommendations, evaluat;'e the recommendation.s,
interview their candidates, and otherwi~e run out the clock. All of this should' be ·jone
in "good faith," of cou·rse. . .'
2. Officially, Tim is the O.S. At~orney, and will ~dentify himself as such on pleadlngs
and other official documents. I think·lt's fine for us to refer to him as an "interim'
{}. S', Attorney" in talking points, with· the underst~ndlnq. that by "interim a. S Attorney" we
mean AG-appoin~ed (as opposed to Presidentially~appointedand Senate confirmed) a.s.
Attorney. . . .
3. Overall, I think ~e should take the temperat4re way down -- our guy is in there so the

. status quo is qood for us. Ask for them to consider him; note that he is qualified and
doing a good job wheneve.r asked; pledqe to desire a Senate-cqnllrmed .O.S. Attorney;' and
otherwise hunkeraown. . '.

'4. The oniy thinq really at risk here is a repeal of the AG's appointment authority. 1'1"1
intend to have DOJ leq affairs People on notice to work hard to preserve this (House
members won't care about this; all we really need is for one Senator to object to 11nguage
being added to leg!slative Vehicles that are moving through)", There is some risk tn~t

we.'ll lose the authority, but if we don't evet exercise it then what's.the point ·;)f n.i\vinq
it? (I'm not 100 percent sure that Tim was the guy on which to test drive ~his authvrity,
but know that getting hi~ appointed was important to Harriet, Karl, etc.)

-----Original Message-----
Frem: Gprison, Christopher G.. (mailto:Christopher_G._Oprison3who.eop.':,ovl
Sent: ~uesday, December 19, 2000 6:16. PM
To: Sampson, Kyle
Subject: ElE: Another Griffin article

"hanks. [raised that issue with Harriet ~arlier. 3eems to me that 11) Pryer ~nd Li~caln

re t.J.king :!t~ps to back COJ/WH ~nto d corner en rim Griffin•.'lnd commit tv r,ot ccmmlt ·:n
him ~s a naminee: and (2) "interim" may be a source of confusion or, 'worse, a ~erm that
Pry..,r's .'lnd Lincoin's ·.,ffice C.ln springboard frem to press for their ·)wn n·:minee rltherHJC10023
than r.111yinq behind 'rim. What are your thoughts? If this is ..'1 Section 546 AG
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· appoin'tmef\tfor unlimited duration, Tim can call himself' "r1S Attorney" rather ~han
"interim" or "acting" and our talkers should ~void ~eferring to him as "interim;" What
are your thoughts?

----Original' Messaqe~---- ,
From: Sampson, Kyle [mailto:Kyle.Sdmpson@usdoj.9'0V)
sent: Tuesday,. Deeelllber i9, 2006 ~:'36 PM
To: Oprison, Christopher ~.
Subject:, F.W:'Another Griffin article

fyi.

-----oriqlnal Messaqe----­
From: 5colinos, Tasia'
Sent: Tuesday, Dec~inber -19,2006 5:34 PM
To: Sampson, Kyle; Goodl"inq, Monica
Cc: Roehrkasse, Br·ian
subject: RE: Another Griffin article

I" aqree ~ those are stronger, talkers;.

BR- who, in, our of'fice took this call? Let's make sure they have' these' new points if' we qet
another: call. Thanks'. '

-----Ori'1lna1 Messaqe-----
From'~ sampson,' Ky.le
Sent: Tuesday, December 19, 2006 5:30 PM
To: .Goodling, ,Monica; Seolinos, Tasia
Subject: RE: Another Grif,fin .article

,Monica/Tasia, I'm'a little' concerned about 'this:

"A Justice, Depa,rtmeQt spokesm~n has, s,aid offlctals will work Wi.th'. the 'Arkansas
l....:ong~~a.siona'J.'dei!8q~,tion "in: the near future,'" to', make ci.. nolli'inatio'n, 'and that Griffin was

nomi;o~ted; on an" interim basis because ,of the timin'1 of Cummins' 'resignation ~"

I think,'would prefer:

+ When a U.s. Attorqey vacancy arises, someone needs to be appointed -- even if on an
interim basia -- to· fill the vacancy and do the work 'of the u.s. Attorney.
+ qriffin was appointed on an ineerim basia because of the timing of Cummins' resiqnation.
+ It,is our hope t~at, in every federal district, we'll be able to have a, u.s. Attorney
who ,waa nominated,by the President and confirmed by the Senate.

-~---ori'1inal Messaqe---~-
From: Goodlin'1, Monica
Sent,: Tuesday, December' 19, 2006 12: 22 PM
To: 'Oprison, Christopher G.'; Sampson,- Kyle
Subject: Another G~iffin article

FYI

-----Original Message-----
~rom: griffin ,
Sent: Tuesday, December 19, 2006 10:49 AM
To: Goodling, Monica
Subject: Another one

Lincoln ~dll3 ~ppointment of Rove assi~tant 'unfortunate'

By M~CRE:W DeMILLO Associated Press Writer

,LTTLE ROCK (AP) Arkansas Sen. Blanche Lio·,:oln cilled PresUen': Bush'.5 ·iecisi-:::n ':0

:Ippoint ·politi.::al Idviser E<'arl Rove's. f·::rmer ,~ssi3t.lot .'is intecl.m U.:3. ,.itt-:rney for
eastern Ark.lnsas "unf.::>rtun.:lte" CeC.:lliSe she bel·leves it bypasses the n·.::.cmal .3ppr,,:v,il HJC 10024
.pror-ess.,
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, 'r think it's very' unfortunate that the presiqent 'would choose not to, go ,jown. the normal
route, " Lincoln, D-Ark., told The 'Associated Press in 3:n interview on Monda,y.

The"'Justice Department announced Friday that Tim Griffin would replace'Bud Cummins, who
pl4ns to resi~n Dec. ~O. There ia no maximum umountof time 30meone can ~erve~s ~n

interim U.S. attorney.

, 'This is a person who's 'qoing to be illlPlementinq the law 01; the land, and I have '::oncerns
from what I read in terms of his pol·itical· nature," Lincoln said. "People need to know
that and the way you know that l~by going through the processes. The reason we have
proces3es and committees and hearings is so there. will be. a transparency in the people
that are going to serve, .and that won't exi3t in this colse." '. '

Arkansas' lone Republican in Congress, Rep. John Boozman, last week said Gri ffin was.
highly qualified for the p03ition. But.Gr~(fln, who worked on president Bush's .re-election
campaign .in. 2004, likel)'· wouldn't have. faced a fair hearing:in the soon-to-be"
Democratically controlled.Senate, Boozman said.

A nati~e. of.MagnoUa~Griff1n now serves u 'sl?~ci'al assistant u.s. attorney for the
eastern dist;Lct of·Ar.kansas. Griffin has previously serv~d as 'specia~ as~istant to
l'residiint Bush and, :1ep~ty dh'ec:tor of politiciil' affairs at the White House, as well as
depu~y.communicationsdirector for the Republ~canNationaicommittee•.

He reeen.tly finished a· .year of active duty in Iraq and ls an ~iny Reserve major, servin.9
in 'the Judqe,.Advocate GeneJ:'al' s Corps.

A spokesman for' Sen •. MarJe Pryor,O-Ark., on Friday critic.b:ed the appointment for avoiding
the normal appointment process.

"The senator is eoncerried t~at, by announcing an interiin (appointment) and not making a
rromina;tion, they're dete;mining'who the nomin~e i$," .P~Y:0r spokes~an.Michael.Teague· ~aid
·tiday. "1'hey' reo basl~a:llV c:ircli.mV:~!n"t.ing. the' cOI1lJ.:ti tuti·on'a'l'li1.rpc~~·~·. ~.• ,

A ,Jus·t·te., Department spo~esman has said offic~a'is ~ill work. with the ~rkansas
congressional delegation "in the near future" to make ~ nomination, and that Griffin was
nominated on an interim ):lasis because. of .the timing- of Cummins' resignation.

Lincoln said the White House had contacted her earlier in the year and said they·were
interested in appointinq him to Bud CUmmins' pod,tion·. She ~aJ.d her office had expresaed

. concern about his appointment.

"I don't. know that much more about him than you could find if you Gooqled him," Lincoln
said. "That's what we did."
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From: Opriscn, ChristopheI' G.
Sent: - WednesdaY. Oecember13i 20063;52 PM

To:, Looney, Andrea B.

Subject RE: Tim Griffin - ED Ark USA spOt

As an AG-appointed Interim US Attorney for the remainder of the time.

From: Looney, Andrea B.
sent: Wednesdl!l'f, geeeMber 13, 2996 3:51 p" '
TO: Oprlson,Ch~ G.
SubJect:'RE: 11m GriffIn- ED Ark USA spot

'Let'n1e'doublecheck; ,Remlndm~.lhe, plan 'is to put.Tim into the us Altomey office as,what? An assistant of
some kind? '

From: ()prlson, Christopher G.
sent: Wednesdav"December 13, 2006 3:20 PM'
Tq:J"ocmev, ~reaB.'

"-SUbJect:nmcGiifflif~ED ArifUSAsPot
Importance: High .

Andrea - to follow on our prio,.. call. have you hac:la chance to discuss with Candlwhether any other names are
forth~lng.foi'this PClsitlon?' Hamet has a qllf with Senator Pryor today and I Viouldllke to brief her on the
latest Thanks

Christopher G. Oprison
Associate Counsel to the President,
(202) 456-

,_ .__ ,__ .. .__ " _ ,__ ~"r:.'-., ..'__, '.
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-----Or~ginal ~essage-~--­

From: Brosnahan, ,Jennifer R.
Sent: wednesday,' September 20, 2006 4: 5,3 PM
To: ~~er~, Harriet; Kelley, William'K. ,
CO: Klingler,'lUchard D.; McIntosh, Brent J.;. Hoyt, Robert F:i Lee, Kenneth K.; Smith,

'John M.;. 'Fahrenkopf, Leslie
subject: Follow up on jud~cial/US Atty issues

Harriet and Bill, ,

Below are a few updates on 'judicial ,and US Attorney issues, ,that we discussed on Monday: '

1. Review of ~ircuit court candidates 'by a bipartisan state commission: Kyle confirmed
,that Diane sykes (CA7 -. Wi s'consin) is the <lnly one he is aware of. '

2. U. ~. Attorneys "rumored to be le'aving": .Two of the three on Kyle' slist are now
publicly,confirmed -- Chuck Larsen, Sr. (N.D.' Iowa) and Jim Vines, (M.D', Tenn.) .,We .
learned of one more today: Michael G. Heavican (D. Neb.). ,Also; Kyle says that DeaYang
(c.D.cal.) is, on the market', arid he recommends waiting until the end of' the year tc:> begin
searching f,or hel::" replacement. '

3. Attached are two charts providing the status updates you requested, on all judicial
vacancies for which-we are currently "awaiting names" ,and on all current 'us Attorney
vacancies.

4. The AG' s authori ty to appoint us Attorneys: ,The USA PATRIOT Improvement and
Reauthorization Act of 200!1 ("PATRIOT Reauthorization Act") {enacted Mar. 9, 2006)
authorized ~he AG to appoint a United States attorney for a' district in which the position

. 'is vacant. 28 U.S.C. § 546, Kyle explained .that AG appointees under this authority are
not "Interim" or "Acting"; they are full US Attys with the same title, and authority as PAS

, appointees; and there is 'no time limitation on their service -- they may serve until a'
successor is confirmed and appointed. (The former provision placed a 120-day limit on
sexyice, after which'the court coulc'i appoint someone)', Tl,1e only limitation on the AG
appointment authority is, that he cannot appoint someone who was nominated, but whom the
Senate has refused ,to confirm, to the position. KYle's view is that we should take
advantage:of this authority except when there is a specific net benefit to going ,to .PAS
route. "
'Please' let us know if you haye any questions.

, Thanks,
Jenny

1-/1(" on~n7

------~---------
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From: Wolff, Candida P.

Sent Wednesday, August 30, 2006 4:38 PM..

To: Looney, Andrea a.; O'HoIlaran, Sean B•

.SubJect: RE: Interim US ~ttomeys

· '.

seems okay. to me allhough m~y be a problem for the AK attorney.

. . .
. From: Looney, Andrea B.
·~nt: Wednesday; August 30,. 2006. 3:51PM
To: Wolff, candida P.; O'Hollaren, sean B. . .

·SubJeCt: Interim US Attorneys' .'

The'Patriot Act crnlOged the taw for appointments of lnt~irri US AttOrneys so that there.ls no longer a 120 cap on
their. statUs per OOJ's interpretation; They can nem remain indefinitely. Ate you all.aware of this change?

In late September, rm Griffin gets Pack from Iraq. PIYO' and Lincoln have already indicated strong opposition to
Tim's appointment as US AttorneY in Ar1<~nsas. They wID not retum,the blue slip ~n him so conflrmation is not a
pOSSibility. Originally, the ~ought was that we would recess appoint Tim• .Now. I am told Political Affalrs is .
working with OOJ on a plan to put Tim Griffin llito the US Attorney slot as Interim, and then n!!ver have to recess
appoint him. . .

I wantect to put this on your radar screen and see if you had any thoughts •.•

I
HJC00289 \p------..__..----'

-------_._----------------_..._._--
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From;
Sent;
To;
.$objeet;

Tim Griffin [griffihjElg@eafthlink,net]
Wedne~day, Al.Igust30. 2006 10:16AM
Hardos, DebbIe (USAEO)
I talked to jennings.

He doesn't see any reason to prpceet\with the senate paperwork since the appointment will
occu.rthe other way_

010000026477
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.R~: Update on Tim Griffin'·

From:., Karl Rove .

Sent: Wednes~y.August 09; 2006 3:1.4 PM

To: Scott Jennings; Sara Taylor

SlJbJect: Re: Update on nm Griffin'

I raised Tim with Josh, who' agrees we have a responsibility if he was called to active duty. I suspect w~ can
work out something ·In the government. .'

It would Qe in TIm'slJetter interest ifiiewere abie topractlce laWln'~Iti:leRock (adding to his 'legal record at
home) Iqhe Pryor Issue Is anything, other than a dodge. .

'. I dbn': think' thls.cnang!eS()u.r pla,Olling•.W¢ haveSta~ Tim'S'baek9tOUhd investiga~on'and its.liould .
. be comPlete in time to.i16mii1~t¢ hlmll'lsept~ber.If ~h.~Ycledd'e hOt to coiiflhil hlnl thlsyeari I think'
. we <Zontlnue on the trad<of a recess. appointment In.Janua:rY. ;

ThIS begs the question·of what.~e do Witt; Tim be~e~rinow: and.th~n. .He.did sayan· the·phone' that

i.~~~~!~~~'~~~~~~~~~~~~·i< ..

.HJCOQ276



'From:
Sent: .
To:
Subject::

Klingler, RiChard D.. ,
Tu~ay, Ml:iy16; 2006 10:49 PM
'SJenrilngs@gWb43.com'; Dlxton. Grant
Re: Griffin .

When Kyle and I last disCUilli6ld thia, the 'plot W.1iI to confirm Gri ffin ,'s i ntet"l'i!st and.
'availability and ·begin the formal process in late May.. Harriet has been briefed and was
fine with proceeding without a group'of interviews.

- ~ - ~ -Original Mes'sOlge- - - --
From: S~ott; Jenning•.<SJenning~r,i9Wb43.com>
To: Dixtorr.Gt'an·t; <Qfant_Dixt:ciIi~whQ.eop.gov> .'
CC: ,Kl1ngle.r, R;Lp~:r~D~ <RiC:h,ard.::J)~._Klin9ter~whq.eop. gov;.
Sent: TUe·· May. a:: 2'2';.07: n 2Q:06
Subj:ec.t :IU!;:::: Gr.Ut·iii;· . .

What is the next move?

From: Di'xton, Grant [mailto:G.rant~Dixton@who.eop.gov)

Sent: 'Tue S/Ip/200e:; 9:45 PM
To: SCqtt Jennings
Cc:' Klingler,. Richa~d D.
SUbject: REt:. Griffin

".. :,-

I do not.·think there has been' any movement: off the tr.:ack we were on, but I am copying
Richard Klingler to confirm.

.- - - -~original Message- -::" -- . .
From: scott Jennfngs <S;:J'ennin,gs@gwb4J.com>
To: Oixton. Grant c:Gran~:.....Dlxton@who.eop.gC)v>

sent: Tue May 16 19:04·:5'4' 2006'
subj ect: Griffin ..

~y update on the Tim Griffin situation... things still. moving. as far as you know?

J. Scott Jennings

Special Assistant to the ~resident and

. Deputy Political Director

The White House

washington D.C. 20502

HJC00201
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Fr.om:. Miers, Harriet

Sent: Wednesdav, February.1S; 20064:27 PM
.. TO: Dlxton, Gi'a~ . .

SubJect: Re: US MY: WD Arkarisas

great ·thanks.

---_.__._---

Fromn)lXtOI1fG.ra~t: . . .
senttwem1~FeblV~ry:-l5,.2006: 4:26 PM'

5=l:::'
· I ag",~ Tirtf·lnteM~y~;yW$flrotth&EOAtk. pOsfti~if. ~e~~:aQ~ S~dliased: p~ o~ u.'
interview,'· Taking ~verythlng into 8()COunt; h.".Ukely, WQUld nave'gOIt$l th&. nod;..b~my, understand,"!lj~ that he,
Karl, and .Ken Mehlm$1-agreedthat·ltwou!d'!'1Qthave,beena good time for.hlril-toleave: It was-campaign

. seasol'T;cind:t believe Tim was rurinlngRNC reseatbh.· .. .

__.~ ...._.... --:-....:.-....__._~__~_~_h~ .._.H.__.. .. ._._-=--__.__..

From: MIerS, Harriet . .
·sent: Wedn~v, Febr:u~ry IS, 20064":1J"PM
TO:, KlIngler" Rrdiard O~'" . .
CQ',l<~~:.WI",am:~9,D~r;rt:qr.w.~

·subfliiCti,'RElUSAtly,i Wf)!Arlta~.. " \. ". .' .. :.",. -..

I.am for single candidate unleSis someone. knows some reason- that wC)l.dd be unwise: .

.,._- ---_...------.,..- .. ..,-----_._--,--.,----.---
F~: KlI~IEi.!', Rfcharcf D~ .. .
sent: wednesday, February 15~ 2006 4:09·PM
TO: Mlers/Harriet'· . ." .
Cc: Kelley, W1Q1am K~; DIXtDr1,Gtant·
SUbject: USAtty: we Arkan$as:

SCott Jennings Indicates thatDOJ Is planning to remove the current U.S. Attorney tor WO. ArkanJa8•.wtIQS8 four
year tenn concluded in pee8mber. Scott.reportS that Kart Rove and Scott have a verystrOtlg preference tor
appointing Tim Griffln'when his, JA(3 tcn,ir ends in September (and presents It essentially as a· fait accompli), that
Kyle agrees with this course,- and that Tim would~ the only candidate put forth by Gov. Huckabee' and Rep.

·Bozeman. Tim separately called Grant recently to advancehls'candldaoy, and Grant Indicates that Tim had been
reviewed very favorably for the U.S. Aitomey, E.D. Arkansas position, and that Tim's <;andldacy may have been
discussed with you previplIsly. There would be liming issues to work through related to the removal of the current
U.S. Attorney and appointment of a successor, be it Tim or someone else. .

I'm not familiar with aspects of the background surrounding Tim. Is this a matter that you would prefer have go
through JSC as a'single candld!Jte put forward for approval, or would a different course and discussion with Karl
.be your preference? .

HJ<: 001!:'l8
,
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FrQm: Fielding, Fred F.

Sent:. Friday, February 23, 2007 5:50 PM

To: Oprison, Christopher G.·

SU,bject: RE:. Version 2 of Reid Lettei're Cummins-Griffin

Many'tl:lanks! .

From: OprisOn, Christopher G.
sent: Fri~ay, February 23,20075:40 PM
To: Fielding, Fred F. .
Subject: 'RE: Version 2 of Reid Letter re Cummins-Griffln

June 23, 2006

l'age 1 ot'1.

From: Fi~lding,.Fred F.
sent: Friday, February 23,20075:24 PM

.To: OPr.lson, Christopher G.
Subject: RE: Version 2 ofReid Letter re Cummins-Griffin

I do not want that 'question to be passed out of this .buiidmg in writing, but we should be sure before they
send a letter..·..maybe Kyle knows the ansWer from'his'participation on the JSC. .

From: Oprison, Christopher G.
. .sent: Friday, February 23,20075:20 PM
.. To: Fielding, Fred F. .
Subj~: RE: Version 2 of Reid Letter reCL!mmins-Griffin

.in light of·the question you raised about POTUS approval thaUs currently being explored, should I ask that Kyle
hold off sending this letter until Monday? .

From: Fielding, Fred F.
Sent: Friday, 'February 23,20075:04 PM
To: Oprison, Christopher G.
Subjed:: RE: Version 2 of Reid Letter re Cummins-.Griffin

Chris:
My only concern in this draft is to insure that it is absolutely consistent with the facts and th~t it does not add to
the controversy surrounding this issue.
FFF

From: Oprison, Christopher G.
Sent: Friday, February 23,20074:10 PM
To: Fielding,·Fred F.
Cc: Bakke, Mary Beth
Subject: FW: Version 2 of Reid Letter re Cummins-Griffin
Importance: High

HJC 10286



~: v erslOn ~ or Keta Letter re Cummms-Urtttin Page 2 of2 ,

Sir - attached is the latest draft of Kyle'·s letter to Sen Reid, et al. I direct you' specifically to'the second bullet on .
page two. Let l11e know if you would like to discuss. Kyle would like to send this letter tonight ifpossible.

from: sampson, Kyle [mallto:Kyle.Sampson@usdoj.gov]
. sent: Friday; February 23, 2007 2:59 PM' .

To: Oprison, Christopher G.. .
Subject: RE: Version 2 of Reid Letter re Cummins-Griffln
~~portance.: H.igh

Chris, please review this version 3.

·«reid letter reo cummins-griffjn v.3.doc»

From: . samPson, Kyle

sent: Fl1day, February 23, 2007 2:56 PM

·To: iOprtson, christopher G.'
Subject: .Version 2 of Reid Letter re Cummlns-GrIffln

Importance: High

Chris; please review and (hopefully) clear at your earliest. Thanksl

« File: reid letter re c.ummins-griffi~ v.2.doc»

Kyle Sampson
·Chief of Staff
V.S. Department at Justice
950 Penn$ylvania Avenue; N.W.
VVashington, D.C. 20530
(202)51'4-2001 wk.
(202) 3Q5·· cell .
kyle.sampson@usdoj.gov

HJC 10287
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From: Kelley, William K.

Sent: Wednesday, February,28,2007 11:31 AM '

To: Sullivan, Kevin F.; Wolff, Candida' P.; Kaplan, Joel; Martin, Catherine; Fielding, Fred F.; Rethmeier,
Blain K.; Snow, Tony; Bartlett, Dan; Fiddelke, Debbie S.; Perino, Dana M. '

.' .Subject: RE: NM USATTY - urgent-"issue

'Fred and I just talked to the DAG about this. They are preparing to reSpond to ,this, and have ,assu~edus that the
WH won't own the story; they will keep oUr press and conurtunications offices updated, though, about what they
intend tosay.' ' , , '

They are planning to deny that the investigation in question played any role in DOfs decjsion, and to deny that
, any Member contac~dmain Justice to complain about the conduct (Qr not) of any particUlar investigation. (It is
, true that Sen. Domenici had expressed dissatisfaction with the US Atty, but no particular investigation or, case

was every hroughtup.) , ' , ,

In light of these developments, oOJ has decided to abandon their plan"tounportan outsider~ acting US Atty, •
, and instE;ad jitst to live with the 1st Assistant taking over as acting. '
, ,

From; Sullivan, Kevin F.
sent: Wednesday, February 28,200711:00 AM , '
To: Wolff, can~ida.P.;Kelley, William' K.;Kapl~n, Joel; Martin, catherine; Fielding, Fred F.; Rethmeier,Blain K.;
Snow, Tony; Bartlett, Dan; Flddelke, Debbie S.; Perino, Dana M.
SUbJeCt: 'FW: NM USATfY - urgent is~ue

Importance: High

piS see below re f1,30 am-press conference in Albuquerque;..

From: Jennings, Jeffery S.
sent: Wednesday, February 28,200710:17 AM
To: ',KR@georgewbush.com'; Fielding, Fred F.;, Sullivan, Kevin F.; Perino, Dana'M..; 'kyle.sanipson@usdoj.gov'
Cc: 'Sara Taylor' '
Subject: NM USATTY - urgent issue
Importance: High

, I Just- received a telephone call from Steve-eell, Sen., Domenici's CoS, who urgently reported the following:

1. Outgoing USATTY D,avld Iglesias is holding a press conference at 11 :30 Eastern this morning,
2. He is allegedly going to say that he was contacted by two Members of Congress last Fall regarding the

,investigation into the courthouse construction corruption case. Information on this is in the following article:
·http://www.abgtrib.com/news/2006/dec/19/federal-attomey-plans-step-down-iglesias-investigl

3. He is allegedly going to say that the Members urged him to deliver indictments before November's election.
He will further say that one of the Members, frustrated with his ansWer, hung up on him in anger.

4. He is allegedly going to link these phone calls with the current news - saying that he believes this
ultimately led to his being asked to resign by DOJ.

Bell said Domenici's idea is not to respond, and hopefully make this a one day story. They have already been
contacted by McClatchey Unfortunately, I do not think that they can make an allegation such as this go away so
easily. They have not confirmed to the'reporterthey were one of the Members. '

HJC 10345
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I ani available to discuss further - ~Iearly, once this happens in Albuquerque the reporters Will be asking DoJ and
~M~~~ .

J.Scott Jenni~gs '.
Special Assistant to th~Presidentand
Deputy Director, Office of Political Affairs
(202) 456,' , '

HJC 10346
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From: " Rove, Karl C.

Sent: Tuesday, January 16, 2007 6:27 PM,

TQ: Kelley, William K.; Wolff, Candida P.,

, Cc: Kapian, Joel .

Subject: RE: Urgent US Attorney Issue

'I'ni fine with, it.

From: Kelley, WIlliam K.
Sel1t: Tuesday, January 16, 2007,6:26 PM

, To: Wolff, candida P.iRove, Karl C. '
Cc: Kaplan, Joel ..

.. 'SU,bjed:: ,urgentUS AttOrney Issue
. . . ."' '. .'

'The AG is sending a letter to Sen. Leahy reliponding to the issues that have been r~ed regarding recent US
Attomey departures. The basicpoiri.tis that ~ese decisi9ns ~'madebased on overall DOJ'priorities arid have

, nothing to do 'with investigationS or cases that the US Attorneys have pursued. The letter will also say that the
AG has not, and does not intend ,to, 'try to evade the advice,and consent process by naming interim US Attorneys
without the'Adminis~tion'ssending a permanent nominee up to the S~te;and that the Administration is
committed to seeking to fill all 94 US Attorney slots with Senate confWmed f~lks.

The last statement on fillirtg all 94 sJe~ would commit the Administration to that policy, which wouldn't be a
c~ge from general practice b~t hasn't been annpunced as such. To be dear, there are always some'openings
and some interim US Attonteys in pllice, but we haven't ever just stood pat on that and have instead ,alWi,lys
worked to, fill t:h,e SIQtiJ,4tco~ui~atipnwith: the,relevant Senators. We~okaywi~hDOJ's pr~p'osah)n'fi1Hng all
94 slots,'bUtJael Would liRe yotu"reactioils be£ore sigriing'off on authorizing the'AG to say it pubfidy~

We'd like 'a quick rl'!action,because DOJ emphasizes their need to get ,the letter out asap, tonight.if possible.
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