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1T think it's very unfortunate that the president ‘would chaose nat to go down. the normal
route," Lincoln, D-Ark., told The Associated Press in an Lnterview on Monday.

The. Justice Department announced Friday that Tim Griffin would replace Bud Cummina, who
plans to resign Dec. 0. There ia no maximum amount of time Jomeone can serve as an
Lnterim u.s. attorney. )

"Thxs is a person who's .going to be 1mplementing the law of the land, and I have ‘concerns
from what I read in terms of his political nature,'' Lincoln said. '‘'Péople need to know
that and the way you know that i3 by going through the processes. The reason we have

. processes and committees and hearings is so there will be a transparency in the people’

that are going to serve, .and that won't exist in this case.'' "

rkansas lone Republican in Conqress, Rep. John Beozman, last week said uriffin was.
highly qualified for the posxtion But. Griffin, who worked on Pregident Bush's re-election -
campaign .in 2004, likely wouldn't have faced a fair hearinq in the scon-to-be '
Democratically controlled Senate, Boozman said.

A native of Magnolia, Griffin now serves as special assistant u. S. attorney for the
eastern district of Arkansas. Griffin has previously served as special assistant to.

. president Bush and-deputy director of political affairs at the White House, as well as

deputy. communications director for tha RepublicanNationalCommittee.

Ha recently finished a .year of active duty in Iraq and'is an A:my Reserve maijor, serving
in ‘the Judge Advocate General's Corps. ) N

A spokesman for Sen. Mark Pryor, D~Ark., on Friday criticized the appoxntment for avoiding
the normal appointment process.

"' The senator is concerned that, by announcing an intetim lappointment) and not making a
nomination, they're determininq who the nominee is,'' Pryor spokeésman. Michael Teague said
rldéYm "They re basically eircumventing the: constitutional process. ' .

A Justice Department apokesman has said officials will work. with the Arkansas
congresasional delegation '‘in the near future'' to make a nomination, and that Griffin was
nominated on an interim basis because of the timing of Cummins' teaiqnation.

Lincoln said the White House had contacted her earlier in the year and said they were
interested in appointing him to Bud Cummins' poaition She gaid her office had expressed

_concern about his appointment.

v17 don't know that much more about him than you could find if you- Goo led him,'*
said. *'That's what we did.'' - Y & ! Lincoln
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 As an AG-appointed Interit US Attomey for the remalnder of the time.

" Tos. Oprlson, ChﬂstopherG

From: Opnson. Chﬂstopher G.

- Sent: - Wednesday, December-13; 20063 52 PM
To: Looney, Andrea B.

' Subjoct' RE: Tim Griffin - ED Ark USA spot

From: Looney, Andrea B.

Subject: RE: Tim Griffin - ED Ark USA spot

. Let mek Icl?;‘l?ble check, Remlnd ‘me, the. plan is to put Tinv into the US Attomey office as- what? An assistant of
some kin

From: Oprlson, Chr!sto herG

- Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2006 3:20 PM

To: Looney, Andrea B,

- Subject: TInv Griffin - ED Ark USA A spot

Importance: High

Andrea — to follow on our prior call, have you had a chance. to discuss with Candi whether any other names are
:’orth«t:'or#]ng;or this pqsttlon? ‘Harriet hias a call with Senator Pryor today and l wouild like to brief her oni the
ates anks

Christopher G. Oprison
Associate Counsel to the Pres:dent
(202) 456-
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————- Original Message-=----
From: Brosnahan, Jennifer R.
Sent: Wednesday, September 20, 2006 2:53 PM

To: Miers, Harriet; Kelley, William K. :

Ce: Klingler, .Richard D.; McIntosh, Brent J.; Hoyt, Robert F. X Lee, Kenneth K., Smith,
"John M.; Fahrenkopf, Leslie : v : )

Subject Follow up on judicial/us Atty 1ssues

Harriet and Bill,.

Below are a few updatea on judic1a1 and US Attorney issues that we dlscussed on Monday.

1. Review of circuit court candldates‘by a bipartisan state commission: Kyle confirmed
that Diane Sykes (CA? - Wlsconsin) is the only one he is aware of.

2. U.S. Attorneys "rumored to be leaving": .Two of the three on Kyle's 1ist are now
.publicly .confirmed -~ Chuck Larsen, Sr. (N.D. Towa) and Jim Vines. (M.D, Tenn.). -We
learned: of one more today: ‘Michael G. Heavican (D. Neb.). Also, Kyle says that Deb-Yang
(C.D.. Cal.) is on the market, and he recommends waiting until.the end of the. year to begin
searchlng for her replacement. - . . .

3. Attached are two charts providing the status updates you requested on all Judicial
vacancies for Wthh ‘we are currently "awaiting names® and on all current us Attorney

'vacancies.

4 The AG's authority to appoint US Attorneys: The USA PATRIOT Improvement and
Reauthorization Act of 2005 ("PATRIOT Reauthorization Act") {enacted Mar. 9, 20086)
: authorized the AG to appoint a United States attorney for a district in which the position

" is vacant. 28 U.S.C. § 546. Kyle explained that AG appointees under this authority are

not "Interim" or "Acting" they are full U8 Attys with .the same title and authority as PAS
.app01ntees, and there is no time limitation on their service -- they may serve until a -
successor is confirmed and appointed. (The former prov1slon placed a 120-day llmit on
service, after which the court could appoint someone). ' The only limitation on the AG"
appointment authority is that he cannot appoint someone who was nominated, but whom the

- Senate has refused to confirm, to the position. Kyle's view is that we should take

- advantagde :of this authorlty except when there ig a spec1f1c net beneflt to 901ng to PAS

route.. :
‘Please let us knownlf you have any questions.

“Thanks,
Jenny
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From: WolRf, Gandida P.
Sent. ‘Wednesday, August 30, 2006 4:38 PM.’

To; Looney, Andrea B.; O'Hollaren, Sean B.
» -Subiect. RE: Interim US Attomeys

seems okay. to me aﬂhouéh’ may be a problem for the AK attorney.

. From' Looney, Andrea 8.

. Gant: Wednesday, August 30; 2006 3:51PM
_To: Wolff, Candida P.; O'Hollaren, Sean B, -
' Subject. Interfm us Attomeys

The Palriot Act changed the faw for appomtments of interlm us Attomeys so that there is no fonger a120 cap on

their status per DOJ's interpretation. They can now remain indefinitely. Are you all aware of this change?

A in-iate September, T‘tm Griffin gets back from lraq Pryor and Lincoin have already indicated strong opposation to

Tim's appointment as US Attorney in Arkansas. They will not retum the blue slip on him so conflrmation is not a
possibility, ‘Originally, the thought was that we would recess appoint Tim, Now, | am told Political Affairs is

working with DOJ on a plan to put Tim Griffin into the US Attomey slot as interim, and then never have to recess
appomt him

{ wanted to put this on your radar screen and see if you had any thoughts
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From: Tim Griffin {griffinjag@earthlink.net]
Sent: Wednesday, August 30, 2006 10:16 AM
To: Hardos, Debbie (USAED)

Subject: | talked to jennings

He doesn't see any reason to proceed with the senate paperwork since the appointment will
occur the other way.
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-Re: Update on Tim Gri'fﬁni"

From: . ‘KartRove ~ o
Sent: Wednesday, August 09, 2006 3:14 PM
To: Scott Jenmngs Sara Taylor -

Subject Re: Update on Tim Griffin-

I raised Tim wrth Josh who agrees we have a responsrbrlrty if he was called to active duty I suspect we €an
work out somethlng in the government

1t would bein Tim's better interest if he were abie to practice law In thtle Rock (adding to his legal record at
' home) if the Piyor Issue Is anythmg other than a dodge

'HIC 00276




From: : Klingler RichardD

Sent: Tuesday, May 16, 2006 10:49 PM -
To: ' ‘SJennings@gwb43 com”; Dixton Grant

- Subject: ' Re; anﬁn S .

>

.When Kyle and I last discussaed thia, tha plot was to confxrm Griffin's interest and.
avallabiht:y and begin the formal process in late May. ' Harriet b.as been briefed and was
fine with proceeding without a group of intexviews. . : .

--—'-‘-origxnal Message---—-.~ o . '
' From: Scott Jennings <SJenn1ngs@gwb43 cem> o ' o ' : o
To: Dixton, Grant’ <Grant_Dixtan@who.eop.gov's ' . : S Cod
¢C: Klinglér, Richard D: <Richard-D._] 'lengler@who eop. gov:- : . a o
- gent: Tué. May. 16 2 ”'7 31 2006 ' ' L )

Subject RE: Griffzh( : .

What is the qext mo\'re?

. Ftom. D:.xt:on, Grant [mallto Grant Dlxton@who eop.gov].
Sent: Tue 5/16/2006 9:45 PM.

To: Scott Jennings |

Cc: Klingler, RJ.chard D.

"Subject: Reé: Griffin :

P & do not t:lunk there has been any movemeént off the track we were on, but I am-copying.
. Richard Klingler to confim - .

—--—~0riglnal Measage",.---

From: Scott Jennings <SJerm1nga@gwb43 com>

' To: Dixton, Grant <Grant; Dixton@who.eop. gov>
Sent: Tue May 16 19:04: 5% 2006 )
Subject: Qriffin

Any update on the Tim Griffin situation...things still. moving as far as you know?

J. Scott Jennings _

.-Special Assistant to the-President and
‘' Deputy Political Director

'The Wh-ite House

washington D.C. 20502

. HIC 00201




- From: . Miers. Harriet - o .

. Sent: Wednesday, February 18, 2006427 M T
“Ter - Dixton, Grant : I

Subject: RE: US Atty: WD Arkarisas

great. thanks. -

From. Dbchun, Grant
Senty Wednesdav., FEbmary 15, 2006 4*26 PM
Ta: Miers;, : Rld':ard_

Gz Kelley; Wil 2 '
_ ’SUWREaUSAuY W&M(ansas

N agree Tify intervieweé very well fur the Ea Ark posmon He was a closa seeond based purely on the
interview:. Taking everything: into account, he. likely would fiave gotten the: nod; but my. understanding, is that he

~ Kari, and Ken Mehiman-agreéd that it would not have been a good ﬁme for. hirfito leave ltwas campaign
season, and t beueve Tim was runmng RNC research. _

. From: Miers, Harrlet '
- Sent: Wednesday, Febmary 15, 2006 4 13 PM
To: Klirigler, Richard D -

| arﬁ for single candidate urrlas's someone. knows some reason that would be unwise:.

ot . e o i - B

* From: Klingler, Richard’ D.

Sent: Wednesday, February 15; 2006 4 09 PM

To: Miers, Harrlet

Cc: Kelley, Willlam K.; Dixtori; Grant : ,
Subjact: us Atty: WD Arkansas: : .

Scott Jennings indicates that D0J is planning to remove the current U.S. Attomey for W.0. Arkansas, whase four

year term concluded in December. Scott reports that Karl Rove and Scott fiave a very strong preference for

appointing Tim Griffin’ when his JAG tour ends in September (and presents it essentially as a fait accompf), that

Kyle agrees with this course, and. that Tim would be the only candidate put forth by Gov. Huckabee and Rep.
Bozeman. Tim separately called Grant recantly to advance his candidacy, and Grant indicates that Tim had been

reviewed very favorably for the U.S. Aitorney, E.D. Arkansas position, and that Tim's candidacy may have been

discussed with you previously. There would be timing issues to work through related to the removal of the current
~U.8. Attorney and appointment of a successor, be it Tim or someone clse. -

" I'm not famillar with aspects of the background surrounding Tim. s this a matter that you would prefer have go

through JSC as a single candidate put forward fcr approval, or would a different course and dfscusslon with Kar!
-be your preferance? _ .

HJC 00198
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From: Fielding, Fred F. , -
. Sent:. Friday, February 23, 2007 5:50 PM
- To: Oprison, Christopher G.. ‘
: Subject RE: Version 2 of Reid Letter re Cummms—anﬁn

Many thanks!

From: Oprison, Christopher G.

Sent: Friday, February 23, 2007 5:40 PM

To: Fielding, Fred F.

Subject: RE: Version 2 of Reid Letter re Cummlns-anﬁn

June 23, 2006

From: Fielding, Fred F.

Sent: Friday, February 23, 2007 5:24 PM

"To: Oprison, Christopher G. '

Subject RE: Version 2 of Reid Letter re Cummms-ant‘ in

-1 do not want that questaon to be passed out of this bulldmg in wntmg, but we should be sure before they

send a letter maybe Kyle knows the answer from his’ pamclpatmn on the JSC.

Y

From: Oprison, Christopher G.
- - Sent: Friday, February 23, 2007 5:20 PM
.. To: Flelding, Fred F.
Subject RE: Version 2 of Reid Letter re. Cummnns-anf‘n

in hght of the questlon you raised about POTUS approval that'is currently being explored, should | ask that Kyle

hold off sending this letter until Monday?

- From: Fielding, Fred F.

" Sent: Friday, February 23, 2007 5:04 PM

To: Oprison, Christopher G.

Subject: RE: Version 2 of Reid Letter re Cummins-Griffin

Chris:

My only concern in this draft is to insure that it is absolutely consistent wnh the facts and that it does not add to
the controversy surrounding this issue. .

FFF

From: Oprison, Christopher G.

Sent: Friday, February 23, 2007 4:10 PM

To: Fielding, -Fred F.

Cc: Bakke, Mary Beth

Subject: FW: Version 2 of Reid Letter re Cummins-Griffin

Importance: High

HJC 10286



KI: VETSION Z oI Keid Letter re Uﬁn_xmms-(h‘iﬁin ' o o Page 2 of 2 |

-

Sir - attached is the fatest draft of Kyle's letter to Sen Reid, et al. | direct you specifically to-the second b_u“ét on- -
page two. Let me know if you would like to discuss. Kyle would fike to send this letter tonight if possible.

From: Sampson, Kyle [mailto:Kyle.Sampson@usdoj.gov]
- Sent: Friday, February 23, 2007 2:59 PM~ .~

To: Oprison, Christopher G. . ' , ' '
Subject: RE: Version 2 of Reid Letter ré Cummins-Griffin , : .
Importance: High : - ’

Chris, please review this version 3.

~<<reid letter re. cummins-griffin v.3.doc>>

From: . Sampson, Kyle

Sent: ‘Friday, February 23, 2007 2:56 PM
‘Te: ‘Oprison, Christopher G.'

Subject: " Version 2 of Reid Letter re Cummins-Griffin
I:mponance':' High"A )

Chris, please review and (hopefully) clear at ydur earliest. Thanks!
<< File: reid letter re cumn'iins-grifﬁ_n v.2.doc >>

Kyle Sampson

Chief of Staff »
U.S. Department of Justice .
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washingtori, D.C. 20530
(202)'514-2001 wk.

(202) 305 cell

~ kyle.sampson@usdoj.gov

HJC 10287
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| From: Kelley. Wllllam K
Sent: = Wednesday, February 28, 2007 11 31 AM

- To: Sullivan, Kevin F.; Wolff, Cand|da P,; Kaplan Joel; Martin, Cathenne, Fleldlng, FredF,; Rethmeler
: Blain K.; Snow, Tony, Bartlett, Dan Flddelke Debbles Perino, DanaM .

'_Subject RE: NM USATTY - urgentissue

fFred and I just talked to the DAG about tlus They are prepanng to respond to this, and have assured us that the -
WH won't own the story; they will keep our press and communications ofﬁces updated though, about what they
tend to say. ; , :

They are planmng to deny that the mvestxgatlon in question played any role in DO]'s decision, a.nd to deny that
" any Member contacted main Justice to complain abeut the conduct (or not) of any particular investigation. (It is
_ true that Sen. Domenici had expressed dissatisfaction with the US Atty, but no particular investigation or.case.
was every brought up )

In hght of these developments, DOI has decided to abandon their plarto import: an outsider as actmg US Atty, .
. and instead just to live w1th the 1st Assmtant taking over as acting. ,

From' Sullivan, Kevin F.
‘Sent: Wednesday, February 28, 2007 11:00 AM ' '
To: Wolff, Candida P.; Kelley, Willlam K.; Kaplan, Joel; Martm, Catherine; Fleldmg, Fred F Rethmeler, Blaun K
snow, Tony, Bartlett, Dan, Fiddelke, Debbie S.; Permo, Dana M,
. Subject: FW: NM USATTY. - urgent issue

~ Importance: ngh :

'pl's see below re 11:30 am-pressvconference inlAlbuquerc‘;ue;..‘

.From' Jennlngs, Jeffery. S.

Sent: Wednesday, February 28, 2007 10:17 AM :
To: 'KR@georgewbush.com'; Fleldlng, Fred F.; Sullivan, Kevin F.; Perino, Dana M.; 'kyle. sampson@usdoj .gov'
Cc: 'Sara Taylor'

- Subject: NM USATTY - urgent issue ;

Importance' High C -

| just received a telephone call from Steve Bell, Sen. Domenici’s CoS who urgently reported the followmg

1. Outgoing USATTY David Iglesias is holding a press conference at 11:30 Eastern this morning,

- 2. Heis allegedly going to say that he was contacted by two Members of Congress last Falf regarding the
-investigation into the courthouse construction corruption case. Information on this is in the followmg article:
hitp:/iwww . abigtrib.com/inews/2006/dec/19/federal-attorney-plans-step-down-iglesias-investiag/

. 3. He s allegedly going-to say that the Members urged him to deliver indictments before November's election.

He will further say that one of the Members, frustrated with his answer, hung up on him in anger.

- 4, He is allegedly going to link these phone calls with the current news - saying that he believes this

~ ultimately led to hlS being asked to resign by DOJ.

Bell said Domemcu $ |dea is not to respond, and hopefully make this a one day story. They have already been
contacted by McClatchey Unfortunately, 1 do not think that they can make an allegation such as this go away so
easily. They have not conﬁrmed to the reporter.they were one of the Members
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| am available to discuss further clearly, once this happens in Albuquerque the reporters will be asking DoJ and
the White House

J. Scott Jenhnings '
Special Assistant to the President and

Deputy Director, Ofﬂce of Political Affairs
(202) 456-

HJC 10346
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From: Rove KarlC _
Sent: Tuesday, January 16, 2007 6:27 PM-

To: Kelley, Willlam K.; Wolff, Candida P. .
Ce: © Kapian, Joel o

Subject: RE: Urgent US Aftorney Issue

“'mi fine with it.

From. Kelley, Wimam K .
‘Sent: Tuesday, January 16, 2007. 6 26 PM ' o ' )
* To: Wolff, Candida P.; Rove, Karl C. T :

Ce: Kaplan, Joel !

_-;Subjecl: Urgent Us Attbmey Issue

“The AG is sending a letter to Seri. Leahy responding to the issues that have been raised regarding recent Us

- Attorney departures. The basic pointis that these decisions are made based on overall DOJ priorities and have

. nothing to do with investigations or cases that the US Attorneys have pursued. The letter will also say that the
AG has not, and does not intend to, fry to evade the advice, and consent process by naming interim US Attorneys
without the' Administration's sending a permanent nominee up to the Senate; and that the Administration is
'conumtted to seeking to fill all 94 US Attomey slots with Senate confirmed folks

The last statement on ﬁllmg all 94 slots would commit the Administration to that policy, which wouldn't bea
change from general practice but hasn't been annpunced as such. To be clear, there are always some openings
and some interim US Attomeys in place, but we haven't ever just stood pat on that and have instead always
worked to filf the slots'in consultation with: the relevant Senators, We are okay with DOJ's proposal ‘onfilling all
94 slots, but Joel would like your reactions’ before signing off ont authonzmg the'AG to say it publicly.

: We'd like a quick reaction, because ‘DO] emphasizes their need to get the letter out asap, tomght if possﬂ')le.'
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